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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


HIS is an admirable little book, well 
bottomed on Scripture, and with a literary 
character of its own. I do not know anything 
exactly like it in our language. The misery 
caused by self-will is abundantly and strikingly 
illustrated from real life, the style is simple, 
direct, racy, and often pungent. As the author 
says, he has “looked into many things; into 
many distracted and torn hearts, too; into many 
which have been lacerated by their own folly, 
error, and wilfulness.” And those who own 
such hearts, and read his little book, will be 
thankful it ever came into their hands. I would 
like to see more of our popular religious books 
with the point and helpfulness of this fresh 

little treatise. 

ALEXANDER WHYTE. 


EDINBURGH, Zeb., 1887. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HINGS have already come to such a pass 
‚with us, that it will soon be needful for 
any one who cares to maintain a reputation for 
good manners and tact, to enquire diffidently, 
before venturing to speak in good society of 
religion and a personal God, if the subject will 
be agreeable to the company. In many refined 
eircles, even now, a storm of indignation would 
be roused by such a proposal, if its importance 
were clearly understood. | 
Yes ! even many a man in clerical garb would 
hint, it may be with a little confusion, that the 
old faith in God is a long surmounted standpoint, 
and that the topic is now out of place. 

A Personal God !—a God with Whom we may 
commune in prayer; a God to Whom we can 
_ pour out our hearts, in as real a way as a dis- 
tressed child can tell its little griefs to a pitying 
mother ; a God Who. observes, influences, and 
regulates the ways of men in the minutest 
details ; a God Whose discipline can and must 
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be experienced by man; a God Who distin- 
guishes between men according as they live in 
sin or in virtue, in faith or in unbelief, in 
selfishness or in love; a God Who may be 
wroth, and judges, rewards, loves, and punishes. 

The conception of such a God appears as 
absurd to many men of our age, as that of the 
God of the Christians being invisible did to the 
wise heathen 1800 years ago; causing some of 
them to mock, whilst others raised processes 
against the promulgators of such a dogma, 
charging them with atheism. 

Nowadays we have become so enlightened that 
we no longer laugh at the motley world of the 
gods which intrigued around the throne of good- - 
natured Father Zeus, filling Elysium, now with 
the clang of weapons, and again with romantic 
love episodes. Oh no! for “there was poetry 
in that!” The idea which is laughed at now, 
is that of a Personal God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, when He is treated of as a real Person, 
Who will enter into relations with individual 
human beings for time and eternity. 

Finally, as has been said, we shall soon be 
unable to tell how the word “God” should be 
construed,— whether it should belong to the mas- 
culine, feminine, or neuter gender. 

If we look at the Roman Catholic Church; if 
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we listen to the prayers of the poor devotees, led 
astray by Jesuitical priestcraft, we might well- 
nigh believe the Godhead to be feminine. With 
the majority the “Ave Mary” has driven all 
other prayer into the background, even “God 
help me,” not to mention “Lord Jesus, have 
mercy on me.” 

Does not the dogma of the sinlessness of Mary 
admit her to the Godhead? Practically and 
avowedly she has become the chief personage in 
the Divine chorus; at any rate she appears to 
many to be the most accessible, with her heart 
full of womanly mildness, love, patience, and pity. 

The majority of our Catholic fellow Christians 
are thus brought so far, under prevailing Jesuitism, 
that they must logically regard the word “ God” 
as feminine. 

Others, to whom this -sacrilegious trifling with 
sacred subjects is too revolting, seek the truth 
where it may be found. Others, spiritually con- 
fused and bankrupt, ask, sometimes mockingly, 
sometimes woefully, with Pilate of old, “What is 
truth ?’”’—and yet, they do not search for it. 

But in what state is our own beloved Evan- 
gelical (German) Church ? 

Alas! there is such a medley of voices that it 
is hard to hear, but it must be confessed that 
the opinion daily waxes more prevalent and 
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powerful, that we must classify the word “God” 
in the neuter gender. Even earnest, wise men 
who sit in the high places of the earth agree 
to this, and not a few of those who are ordained 
to preach the Gospel instruct their devout hearers 
that this is the true philosophical conclusion. 

They speak much about God, however; they 
cannot dispense with that precious word without 
making life too prosaic; but when we enquire 
closely into their meanings, we hear that they 
cannot acknowledge a supernatural God, but 
merely the God Who is to be found in the 
human heart, specially made manifest in the 
great men of genius. 

They say, moreover, that their God is not 
sought in vain “in the purple glory of the 
dawn, in the gleaming dew, in the perfume of 
flowers, in the song of the woodland birds, in the 
tears of a tender maiden,’—and so on, and so on! 

That the personal God should have manifested 
Himself, not only in nature, history, and con- | 
science, but still more forcibly and clearly in His | 
word, and supremely in Jesus Christ His Son 
and our Divine Brother; that God has loved 
mankind with eternal mercy, and that His love 
is the life of man and the Source of all other 
lasting love,—that they describe as a dismal and 
detestable conception ! 
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But what those reasoners take from God they 
give to man; the more they undeify God, the 
more do they deify man, and they substitute 
“Humanity” for the Divine love. "ar 

“Godlike Humanity bears us safely through 
the storm and night of this earth to the fairest 
goal!” Phrases and bombast like this are con- 
sidered very touching and pathetic. They are 
the bubbles floating on the soupe-maigre of such 
novels and romances of the day as affect to be 
somewhat religious. 

The sum of the matter is, “God” neuter !— 
that which moves everything, acts in all, and 
regulates all. 

Goethe taught this philosophy by his Dr. Faust, 
and it becomes more widely spread every day ; 
only, circumspect people do not express it so 
plainly, still less do they care to deduce the 
consequences from it; but, for all that, their ideal 
of God is neutralized. 

From this point of view we must allow that 
the bold David Strauss was right when he 
vigorously exhorted that the worm-eaten, worn- 
out rubbish of tenets should be thrown into the 
lumber-room, that all reference to God should be 
given up, and that edification should no longer 
be sought in the Bible and in Church services, 
but from the great masters in world-wide art. 
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Such being the state of matters, it certainly 
seems a fruitless undertaking to write a book 
like this, directing how God’s will may be ascer- 
tained in the difficult questions and decisions of 
life. Nothing appears more foolish, unpractical, 
and wild to many people than such discussions, 
which are, in their opinion, reckonings with 
figures which have no value. 

“How can a sensible man waste his time in 
writing such stuff?” ‘Where can people be 
found to read such things?” they indignantly 
exclaim. | 

This little book was written when the author 
was a solitary country pastor ; he might not have 
had time for the work in Bremen, and the idea 
of writing it might not have occurred to him; 
but he is glad that it did so then, and many 
others have been pleased also; for, in spite of 
Strauss and Renan and the journals with modern 
ideas, in spite of the brilliant results of chemistry 
and physics, there are still many people who 
construe the word “God” as masculine. 

We do not mean only those who speak and 
pray thus from habit, without rightly knowing 
why they do so; but those who would rather 
lose their individuality than their sense of a 
Personal God ;—those who from long and deep 
experience can say with a poet, not of this age, 
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but of all ages, “Lord, whom have I in heaven 
but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
desire besides Thee” (Psalm Ixxiii.). 

There are still many such,—more than is often 
_ imagined, both on the throne and behind the 
plough. Perhaps they keep too quiet! There 
are also millions trained in art and science who 
(although their conception of God has been neu- 
tralized) cannot help seeking a genuine Father's 
heart above the clouds, a Father’s heart filled 
with power and light and tender pity; they are 
unhappy because they have not found it, and they 
tremble and grope in the dark, and—they will 
yet find what they seek. 

It is the writer’s conviction that there is much 
more Christianity in the world than is imagined 
by those who judge merely from the speaking 
and writing of the day. ; 

As in earlier days there was much confession 
of Christianity without Christian life, so now there. 
is much Christian life without confession. For 
Christianity, with its transforming, ethically re- 
newing spirit, touches powerfully even those who 
mock at the Christian faith Even many who 
speak like pagans have been influenced by the 
spirit of Christ, deny it as they may; for they 
show in their life and conduct a strong element 
of philanthropy and mercy, of self-denial and 
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self-discipline ; in short, that morality which is 
the offspring of Christianity. 

The moral spirit which now pervades the world 
has been rendered very different from that which 
preceded it, by the power of Christ’s spirit; and 
it can never relapse to its old condition, as surely 
as the light and salt and leaven of Christianity 
can never be wholly eliminated from the earth. 
The world is full of the miracles of love which 
have their root in Christ; and the enemies of the 
faith must inhale this spirit of love, although they 
may deny its source. 

This is said in passing, to show that this little 
book is not written by one of the “ hopeless.” 

In short, there are still many who can in no 
wise dispense with a Personal God. They say, 
even, that communion with Him is the life of 
their very being; and they will gladly hear how 
we may be always sure of what is God’s will. 

Many who have taken up this book in its 
earlier editions have been much disappointed,— 
misled by the title, as they said; but really by 
their own superstition. They expected to find 
in these pages some unheard-of, newly-discovered, 
mystic and mysterious means to free them in an 
easy way from all the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments of life. But oh, disappointment !—“ Nothing 
but the old story.” Examples from the apostles 
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and other physicians of that kind,—remedies 
which they could have prescribed for them- 
selves ! 

Only, what people might do, they are often 
very long of doing. It is an old truism that 
whilst the good lies so near, the bad is often 
sought after, with much trouble, and waste of 
time and money. People stumble over the good, 
it lies so close to them, and ask, “Where is it ?” 

On the other hand, this little book has been 
gratefully received by many sincere and pure 
hearts, and it has justified itself to the con- 
science both in its commendations and condem- 
nations. | 

There is reason to hope that by means of it 
some hearts have gained a firmer and deeper 
hold of the still, hidden life with God. 

The chief design of the author has been to 
lead to that, and to warn from all lazy, unhealthy, 
fantastical and sentimental experimenting with 
Christianity. 

If this design be attained, it will be evident 
that the little book gives and contains, in some 
measure, what the title promises,—and that really 
is not little! But he who is not willing to sit 
at Jesus’ feet must walk in darkness, though he 
may be able to speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, prophesy and divine. 
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Since the publication of the early editions, the 
author has been translated from the dark and 
silent hill country, from a parish far from the 
world’s highway, to the turmoil, struggle, and 
labour of a great and, in every sense of the word, 
stirring city. 

But, as what he has written, in spite of its 
imperfection in detail, has been drawn from the 
Holy Word of God and from the hidden processes 
of the inner life, it could not be shaken by the 
many new experiences of city life. For the ills 
and needs of the human heart are, at bottom, the 
same in all times and places, in town and country, 
in every rank and station; they only assume 
varied shapes and voices ; the medicine for the 
soul, likewise, must always be the same. 

OLE. 


SECTION 1. 


IS THE WILL OF MAN HIS HEAVEN OR 
FEES FZEIL? 


SevemevOl NOL? COR SL WILL. NOT IL” 


HE writer of these pages has a little boy 
of three and a half, who has inherited his 
father’s nature as well as his name, being endowed 
with the perilous gift of a strong self-will ; which 
will be a drag upon him through his’ life’s 
journey, until he is freed from it by the Holy 
Spirit of Jesus Christ.* 

There was one word which the little one could 
pronounce with the most perfect clearness and 
decision, before he could speak anything else 
distinctly, and that was “No!” “T will not.” 

This “No” was long his favourite. word; and 


he made such lavish use of it, that he would often 


* Several years have passed since I wrote these words, and 
the child has been long since taken by the Good Shepherd 
to the Eternal Home ; where He Himself will lead him from 
glory to glory. Because I believe that, I venture to leave 
his passage unaltered in the new edition. — THE AUTHOR. 
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shout ten times over, “No, no!” gesticulating 
at the same time with eyes, hands, and feet, often 
with the greatest energy; when it should have 
been most emphatically “ Yes, yes!” 

The well-known hymn, “Where doth the soul 
find its home and its rest?” was often sung to 
him, but the little rogue appropriated nothing of 
it but his favourite words, “No, no, no, no!” 

He chimed in quite nicely with the line, “ No, 
no, no, no! not here below!” and although we 
often laughed at this little trick, yet it awakened 
also far other thoughts than light and merry 
ones. 

Alas! it costs Christian parents many a heart- 
pang and many a tear, and urges them to earnest 
prayer, when they experience how the poison of 
their own nature manifests itself afresh in the 
tender little children, and so early brings forth 
its malignant blossoms. | 

But what I say of my child may be told of 
all children, in one form or other; and on that 
account I speak of it here. 

What we find in little children has exactly the 
same relationship to the nature of the parent’s 


heart, as the shoot has to the apple-tree. Self- 
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will or wilfulness is, after all, the sin of sins, if - 
I may say so,—the very life-blood of each in- 
dividual form of sin. 

It is easy to prove how everything evil flows 
from this fountain of  self-will,—Selfishness, 
‘Pride, Despair, Disobedience, Anger, Hate, 
| Peevishness, and all that company which never 
can enter into our Lord’s kingdom of light. 

Stop here a moment, dear reader. Lay the 
book aside, and consider what an evil, poisonous 
snake is this self-will in your soul; and how, in 
its origin and by inheritance, your whole being 
is nothing else than self-will in corporeal form, 
whether you are man or woman, peasant or 
peer, porter or pastor, cultured or rude, amiable 
or unamiable. Consider how everything done 
by this “I” flows simply and solely from self- 
will, and how the whole life constantly revolves 
around this “I,” till it is mortified by the power 
of God. 

Yes, when we look below the surface, “I! 
Piet} is with all men, -who are only born 
from below, the hidden but powerful spring of 
all their actions, desires and hopes, wishes and 


fears. 
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For the heavenly sparks which we may still 
retain from the breath of the Divine Creator 
(Gen. xxvi., xxvii.) are not strong enough to 
destroy the fearful strength of this egoism. 

But although a man is born from above, and 
newly begotten through the Holy Spirit of Jesus 
Christ ; although he may venture with truth to 
say, ‘Henceforth, the highest for me is not 
myself, but my Lord Jesus; not my own will, 
but my Saviour’s,” he will still have to confess 
that self-will retains a terrible power over him. 

Although this evil foe can no longer reign 
over him (as little as any other . sin),—yes, 
although it has received a wound from which, 
in time, it must bleed to death, still, in unguarded 
moments,—it will often make hostile raids, with 
horse and horsemen, into that Paradise planted 
by the Saviour in the soul, and will make fearful — 
devastations there; so that much trouble and 
labour, sighing and wrestling of the spirit, and 
washing with the water of life, will be needed 


to make all right again. 


ll. 
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HEN we look at things in a spiritual 

light, we find that self-will and its fruits 
are the sole evils that trouble a real Christian ; 
for those who are led and guided by the gentle 
hand of Jesus may verily pass through tearful 
ways and through deep and dark valleys; but 
no evil will touch them, nor come nigh their 
dwelling. 

What we suffer by the will of Jesus is no evil, 
for if we carefully consider the matter and wait 
with patience, we shall find that it tends to glory 
and blessedness ; and that which is so blissfully 
consummated cannot deserve the name of “evil,” 
though it may have that appearance to our sad, 
darkened eyes. All the tears which flow for 
God-sent troubles are holy tears for the Christian, 
and when the day dawns they shall be changed 


into psalms and hallelujahs. In such seasons of 
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sorrow and weeping there is often so much heal- 
ing balsam poured from the sanctuary above, that 
we are constrained to pray, “Lord! grant me 
this balsam, this soft oil of Thy Spirit; then, if 
Thy will, I shall willingly bear the affliction.” 
In short, then, whatever God sends to His chil- 
dren, grievous as it may appear, is no evil. 

But our self-will brings us constantly into evil 
and into real misfortunes; by going our own 
way, we run into the swamp and thorns. 

The tears which flow then are bitter, and hard 
to dry, for we keep saying to ourselves, ‘I have 
myself to blame; had I been led by the Saviour, 
I should have been spared all this woe !” 

We can see, even in children, how they 
embitter their lives by self-will; they become 
unhappy, their little hearts so distracted that 
they can take no real pleasure in anything. 

The father who spares the rod, and who is 
not ever diligent to curb the rising self-will with 
firm discipline and earnest love, hates his son, 
and seeks his child’s injury, although he should 
caress him day and night. 

(But it must be a grief to inflict the punish- 


ment ; above all, it must be done without wrath 
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or bitterness, or it will do more harm than 
good.) | 

If suffering and woe flow from: self-will even 
in the case of children, how much more is this 
so with the troubles of grown-up people? Ah! 
do yourself the favour, you who hold this book 
in your hand, and stop here a little to consider 
how many a heartbreak the children of Adam 
prepare for themselves by their own wilfulness. 

If you will have a specimen from Scripture 
as proof, open the book of the Prophet Jonah, 
and read it carefully from the first word to the 
last. That is a provoking story, or rather, the 
story of a very provoking man, who brought on 
himself much chagrin and annoyance, great afflic- 
tion, the hostility of men, and, to crown all, the 
very torments of hell in his own heart, by his 
self-will. : 

For this he must undergo a terrific sea storm, 
bringing the sailors also into jeopardy; for this 
he must be cast into the raging, tempest-tossed 
waters, must go into the belly of a sea monster, 
through the long and horrible teeth of the hideous 
creature ; for this he must lie three long days 


and nights in this most horrid of all prisons, in 
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great anguish of heart, to be finally vomited on 
the land as an unclean thing. All this because 
he would persist in his own way, instead of 
obeying the word of Jehovah. 

And of what use was all this resistance ? 
Once safely out of the fish, must he not go to 
Nineveh, must he not become the first mis- 
sionary to the heathen? 

Poor Jonah! He might have had things much 
more comfortable, he might have spared himself 
all his afflictions, if he had only trodden his 
self-will underfoot. | 

In the obstinacy with which Jonah resisted 
his God, even after all the chastisements, we 
see how tough self-will is, harder than the very 
steel, when he seeks to constrain the Lord to 
destroy the penitent city. 

He who does not know the strength of his 
own will wonders why God did not cause the 
fire to fall on Jonah, instead of on Nineveh ; but 
he who does know it, wonders still more that 
the holy God has not often rained fire upon 
him. 

I entreat you, then, once more, to take time 


and study this wonderful Jonah-story thoroughly, 
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so that you may have a sample of the troubles 
which are brought on a Christian by attempting 
to escape from the will of God. 

God is no miserable, weak Eli-father, who, 
when gentle speaking is of no avail with his 
children, can only sigh, ‘‘ Nay! my children, this 
is no. good report that I hear!” No! praise be 
to Him! He has also rods for correcting us; 
and when He has broken three, He has ten 
remaining. But for them who would be saved ? 

Yet again, think on Jonah’s story! But I 
know something to recommend for your perusal, 
even more interesting and edifying. Consider 
what have been the most bitter experiences, the 
saddest hours, the darkest times during the last 
ten years of your life. 7 

You will recollect them quickly and easily ; 
they do not require to be noted in a calendar or 
written in a diary, for they keep themselves in 
remembrance. Sad to say, far more easily than 
all the mercy and faithfulness of God. Hence 
the exhortation in Psalm ciii., ‘‘Forget not all 
His benefits.” The Psalmist does not exhort us 
to remember the evil days; we do that without 


exhortation. 
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I say, then, order out the black squadron of 
the sad spirits of the last ten years, and examine 
every individual of the dark company, feel his 
pulse, look in his face, and enquire his birth- 
place and origin. You will exclaim at the first, 


tandaat 


“Here is a child of my own self-will ; ’ 
the second, “ Again a child of my self-will;” and 
at the third and fourth, and to the end of the 
list, “Always a child of self-will” In short, 
all our afflictions arise from self-will; for it is 
because of our self-will that we are forsaken by 


God. 


“God maketh not thy pain—soothe it He will. 
Where hath it then its source? In thy self-will. 
This cause of woe, betimes, try to destroy, 

Then shalt thou truly find nought can annoy.” 


Every reader who has learned to know himself 
will, sighing deeply, agree with me in this. 

Every disciple of Him Who died upon the 
cross for our self-will will avow that all know- 
ledge and confession, all preaching and hearing, 
all prophesying and speaking with tongues, all 
acts of faith and prayer, are of no avail what- 
ever, if our self-will is not destroyed by them. 


As Tersteegen tersely expresses it :— 
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.“J tell thee, though thou didst possess the power 
Of seeing visions, and of doing wonders great, 
Solacing smiles, and sweetness as thy dower, 
Though thou the world’s honour and its pelf shouldst 
hate, ; 
Ponder o’er much, and wisdom ever seek,— 
Shouldst fast and read, and sigh and pray, 
And with the tongues of angels speak, 
Could I accept such gifts? Ah, nay! 
Where the proud will owns not My sway.” 


Yes! so it is and must be. Self-will leads 


us from sorrow to sorrow. 


IHN 
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N every one sees that self-will is our 

enemy, and yet, and yet, not only the 
godless man, but often the disciple of Jesus 
too, longs to have his own way, to follow his 
own will, to carry out his self-made plans and 
ideas. In this respect we are all alike in an 
enchanted circle, where we run for ever against 
the wall on which we have so often struck ; 
just as the men of Sodom did that evening before 
their overthrow (Gen. xix.). 

When you give a plate of hot soup to’ your 
little child, and he takes a spoonful in greedy 
haste, scalding his lips and tongue, I venture to 
say that he will not burn himself a second time 
at that dinner; and the next day, and the next, 
blowing will be a matter of course, although he 
may not be very ingenious. 


But when we grown-up people must confess 
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a hundred times before God and man that we 
have brought ourselves into trouble through our 
own wilfulness, and when we must exclaim a 
hundred times through burning tears, ‘Oh, if I 
had followed the ways and thoughts and signs 
and leadings of my God, how blessed had I 
been!” in spite of all that we are ever. ready 
to attack the hot food boldly and blithely again, 
and find, too late, that we have burned ourselves. 
Then we agonise and sigh; but past is past, and 
the tongue is burned! 

There is a proverb, known no doubt to some 
of my readers, which has something of truth, 
something of error in it,— “A man’s will is his 
heaven.” 

Yes! is this not very true? When such a 
dazzled, bewitched creature has the idea, “It 
will be splendid if things turn out in this way ;” 
“Tf I can only carry out this plan, attain to this 
position, that honour or profit, join that excursion 
party, get for myself that blue dress, gain the 
love of that individual, if only this or that hope 
were fulfilled, how happy and satisfied I should 
be”—so long as there is this fitful gleaming and 


racketing in head and heart, so long will the 
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man be firmly persuaded that his will is his 
heaven. 

Such a poor bewitched creature can meditate — 
and brood and speculate for days and months, 
how he may be able to find and open the door to 
this heaven. That distracts him so much, that 
sleep itself takes flight with such brooding, and 
his favourite dishes lose their savour. 

You understand what I mean. So long as the 
man desires to have his will, and has not attained 
it, thus long is his will his heaven. 

But if God now waxes wroth and fulfils the | 
will of that man (Num. xxii. 20-22), then the 
wretched creature sees, to his horror, sometimes 
immediately, sometimes by degrees, that he is 
deceived, and, verily, that he has deceived him- 
self. Then he must allow, with sighs and lamen- 
tations, that his will is not his heaven, but rather 
his hell; and that when he had hoped to pluck 
juicy, perfumed fruits, he found only apples of 
Sodom. 

Those apples are so called because they grow 
on that ground cursed by God where Sodom once 
stood, on the shores of the Dead Sea. They look 
perfectly charming,—rosy, full and round, When 
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a tired, thirsty wanderer comes, who does not 
know them, he grasps at them with joyful haste 
and longing; but scarcely has he touched the 
apple than, lo! it collapses, and a poisonous, 
horrid dust flies out from it. It was only a 
lovely rind; within it dust which frets and bites 
the eyes,—all empty but for that! 
That is a plain example of what happens to 
the man who values the fancies of his will and 
his desires as his life. So long as he has not 
attained his desire he thinks it is his heaven, and 
as soon as possible he grasps after it with greedi- 
ness. But when he has gained his beloved 
desire, the dust eddies forth and the man makes 
a long, sad face. Betrayed, deceived! Com- 
pare Gen. ili. 5, 6, 7, and Matt. xxvi. 14 and 16 


with xxvii. 3-5 


SECTION II. 


See IGHT: LO.DO THY WILL, OMY 
GOD\? 


IV. 


eerie OKs OF PHOPLE “AND “POSITIONS 
BreoucGal, FACE LO FACE WITH GODS_WILL, 


F self-will is the source of all our sin and 

wickedness, and of all our sorrows and errors, 
it must be a positive duty for a real Christian to 
direct all his spiritual working and striving to the 
great ends of freeing himself from its bondage ; 
of acting according to God’s will in all circum- 
stances, and of ever obeying this holy and good 
will without resistance. 

Self-will—that child of woe—must die, it must 
be deprived of the breath of life ; the will of God 
must become life and power within us; and this 
can only be brought about by following Jesus 
Christ. | 

This is only written for those who are true 
disciples of Jesus Christ, or for those who are 
earnestly seeking to become so, who are, more 


and more, being freed from the power of self, and 
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are striving to fulfil the will of God in all things. 
For such as these there is no more important 
study than that of ascertaining the will of their 
Saviour; for if we are willing to do a thing we 
must, first of all, discern exactly what it is that 
is required of us. 

Although the people of this kind are not very 
numerous, they are yet the light and salt of the 
world. 

I shall illustrate, only in passing, how other 
people stand in relation to our subject. 

To be short, and in order that every one may 
know how to classify himself, allow me to portion 
out and assort the whole race of man into three 
sets. The greatest and most notable set consists 
of worldly people. I do not call them so because 
they are in the world, for all of whom I speak 
are in it; but because they allow themselves to be 
influenced in all their conduct, speech, thought, 
and action by what is in the world, by worldly 
wisdom, worldly profit, worldly pleasure, and, 
most of all, by the fear of man, the praise of 
man, the blame of man, by power, honour, 
flattery, the threatening of man, and so on. 


The second class I will call “ godly people,” 
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not as if they were already perfectly godly, but 
because they are striving to become so, and, 
though in much weakness, do not suffer them- 
selves to be guided by what is in the world, but 
by that which is above the world,—by the holy 
will of God. 

The third class comprises those who stray and 
linger about both camps, swaying hither and 
thither, to-day cold, to-morrow hot. They would 
like to be esteemed men of God, and to come to 
God ; but, at the same time, they would like to do 
the will of the flesh, just like worldly people. 

The first class care neither to know nor to do 
the will of God; the second are anxious to know 
and do it; the third scarcely understand what they 
know or what they desire. 

These lukewarm people on the see-saw are the 
most pitiable—those of the first class are con- 
vinced, in their own way. To them it seems a 
despicable weakness, even an absurdity, ever to 
inquire after the will of God. “It is all fancy, 
soap-bubbles, and mere fantasy, when a man 
imagines he can know God’s will” “I must 
know myself what should be done; my reason is 


given me for that,” “I do what seems practical 
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and politic to me.” We willingly admit the truth 
which lies in these phrases; but the great error 
is, that those sensible and practical people forget 
that our heart, reason, and nature are darkened 
throughout by the power of. sin,—‘“led astray 
through lusts,” as the apostle says. 

If the nature of man were pure and holy, it 
would be quite right to say, “I act in accordance 
with my feelings,” or, ‘as my heart, my reason, 
or my taste dictates,” or, ‘‘as is agreeable to 
me ;” for all this in a holy man would be what 
is pleasing to God. | 

But now when a man says, “I do after my 
pleasure, my inclination, my tact, or my feeling,” 
he runs as much danger as one who with weak | 
eyes begins a pilgrimage in paths full of roots, 
stocks, and stones, depending on his good sight. 

In addition to this, all sensible and sober 
worldly people will allow that there are a thou- 
sand perplexities, in which our own tact, sense, 
and feeling do not suffice for decision; and where 
we are at our wit’s end, in spite of this valiant 
band of allies, and know not what path to choose. 

What is to be done in those cases ? 


“Oh! there are still other helps; we can take 
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counsel with good (or perhaps bad) friends ; such 
a one has always given good advice, he shall 
decide now.” 

Certainly, a good advice is worth gold; but 
how now should the wise friend stand there, 
shaking his head, like an incarnate point of in- 
terrogation ?—or, what if his advice does not 
seem advisable to you? 

It will be allowed by all that perplexing and 
embarrassing circumstances often occur, from 
which neither our own reason nor that of others 
can deliver us; in which, however willing, nobody 
can quite understand our situation. What then? 
Oh then “We must venture;” “We must 
risk it;” “We must toss up;” “ Nothing ven- 
ture, nothing win;” “We must take our chance.” 

In such phrases we find the origin of the 
remarks we too often hear: “Life is a game 
Brenance., “A preat lottery,” etc, 

If this is really the case, it must be patent 
to all that our groping in the dark is a truly 
wretched state. 

Many people seek to be wiser in those cir- 
cumstances, and, although they are ashamed to 


seek after the will of God, they are not at all 
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ashamed to take counsel with some dead creature, 
or with an old gipsy, or fortune-teller, and to 
learn from them what is the best course to 
take. 

Not only the poor and mean, no! but even 
the aristocratic, refined, cultured people do this 
in all kinds of ways. 

A very worldly lady to whom I spoke: of the 
power of faith, answered me, “Oh, sir, do not 
think that I have no faith; my friends always 
say that I am too credulous; I assure you that 
I believe whatever is said about visions, haunt- 
ing, and ghost stories.” 

Poor thing! she could not conceive that she 
was constrained to believe all this nonsense 
because she despised the true ground of faith, 
and that she was hounded by fear of ghosts 
because she would not believe on God and His 
Son. 

In the imperial city of Berlin, where, according 
to statistical records, scarcely 2 per cent. of the 
population go to church to hear the Word of 
God, necromancy is most flourishing. 

In a single number of Voss’s Journal for 1872, 


not fewer than seven fortune-tellers were adver- 
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tised, as Russian-American, and real adepts in 
the great art. There are special fortune-tellers 
for the nobility and higher classes, for the middle 
class and the proletariat. 

The first have carriages sent for them, and sit 
in boudoirs, under silken canopies, with the cards 
on silver trays; the others squat in dismal 
cellars, blacklegs and slatterns beside them, with 
the brandy glass before them: practically it is 
the same thing. 

Does not this suggest the shameless, childish 
scandal of table-turning and questioning of which 
almost every drawing-room in Europe was full ? 
Who has not heard of the necromancy and 
spirit-conjuring which was lately so prevalent in 
Paris? In America the so-called religion of 
spiritualism (which just consists in trying to form 
a connection with the invisible world through 
the human spirit, without the Divine Spirit) has 
already found hundreds of thousands of enthu- 
siastic adherents among the better and higher 
classes. 

The writer has before him a book on magic. 
In its two hundred and eighty pages about a 


thousand remedies, chiefly sympathetic, are given 
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against all injuries, troubles, and perils of the 
body and soul. In those recipes the most 
ludicrous nonsense, the most shameless lies, the 
vilest uncleanness and frivolity, and the abuse of 
the name of God everywhere predominate. But 
such books are kept as sacred things! 

Who does not know of the evil things which 
are done on New Year’s night to discover the - 
future? Who does not know that more weight 
is often allowed to the judgment of an old or 
young witch, who prophesies from the lines of a 
hand, or, perhaps, from a pot of fat, than to the 
whole Word of God, and to all the leadings and 
signs of the Spirit from above ? 

Jannes and Jambres (Exod. vii. II, 22) and 
the witch of Endor (1 Sam. xxviii.) are always 
dearer to the world, as a whole, than Moses and 
the prophets, than Christ and His apostles ! 

Let it not be said, “Yes, and there are many 
believers also who have faith in evil omens, dire 
portents, unlucky numbers, and such things.” 

It is not too hard to say that those who trust 
to such things may call themselves believers, but 
they are not so; for their faith is rotten at the 


very core. 
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. The true faith delivers us from this false 
domain, and where it does not do that, it is no 
pure faith, no real communion with God. 

But enough of this! With all those who 
belong to the first class of open and acknow- 
ledged worldlings, who wholly and solely are 
influenced in their conduct by the opinion of 
the world, I have nothing further to do. 

It is unlikely that this little book will come 
into their hands, and if it does, it will soon 
be cast aside; the title alone will frighten them 
away, as a good scarecrow drives off the birds. 

I will not put off much time with the third 
class. They are the people who do not know 
what they want. Say to them, “You are not 
Christians,” then they are indignant ; exhort them 
to live and act like Christians, to subdue their 
wills, to be in earnest with their Christianity in 
any one critical situation, then they call you 
fanatical. They would like to have the appear- 
ance of Christianity, and its consolations too, 
but they deny its inmost spirit and its holy 
discipline. 

They would, perhaps unconsciously, like to 


appear what they are not,— would gladly seem 
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to be of those who follow God’s will; but they 
would only like to do it when it suits their con-. 
venience. ‘Christianity is an excellent thing,” 
but it must not be troublesome; the hope of 
everlasting, unfading glory is ravishing, but it 
must cost nothing ! 

Such people care only for the signboard and 
uniform of Christianity, not for a broken heart. 
Many of this class may read this little book, 
and, by the grace of God, it may open some 
eyes. 

I know that there are many in the “ Christian 
world” who cannot be reckoned in any of those 
classes. I think, specially, of many dear people 
who are still, outwardly, far from the kingdom 
of heaven, but, inwardly, are, more or less, near 
tO Sen Ley are shaken by many doubts and 
inward struggles, but their souls long and strain 
. after the light, and they will come to it with 
rejoicing at the destined hour. 

I do not speak, further, ‘of them and of many 
others here, because they have not taken a definite’ 
standing to the subject which occupies ‘us. | 
speak particularly to those who, in spite of the 


weakness and impurity of their nature, are yet 
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in earnest in seeking communion with God, and, 
even here below, live with Him in an ever-in- 
ereasing confidence, permitting themselves to be 
led, guided, and ruled by His hand and eye. 

All these are my beloved brethren, and we 
shall speak together like brethren, whether they 
are Excellencies or scavengers, whether they 
figure in the world as “ Very Reverend,” or as 
“not at all reverend.’” We shall consult together 
how we may always learn and know the will 
of God. 

We shall show, besides, how much that is un- 
sound, sickly, impure, and dark insinuates itself 
even with those who seek to discover the will of 
the Lord. 

Much will be said that is not very pleasant, 
but, on the contrary, bitter to nature; yet it will 
not be said in bitterness, but in the love and 
truth of Christ. 

In order that none may imagine that I wish 
to judge others, I confess here that I know the 
slippery and deceitful paths so well, from having 
wandered in some of them, and from having seen 
those who are very dear to my heart walking in 


them, 


Vs 
“LORD! WHAT WILT THOU HAVE ME TOFRORZ 


HE question which lies before us is this: 

“How can we be certain what is the will 
of God in the perplexing dilemmas and decisions 
Of elites,” 

I have not taken up this subject from any 
fancy that it offered an interesting theme for a 
treatise. No; thedifficulties of practical life have 
suggested it to me. 

With respect to preaching and writing, I 


heartily subscribe to the words of Goethe, — 


“All theory, my friend, is grey and dim, 
But green and fresh the golden tree of life.” 


By being urged to give decisions in many 
weighty matters, I have been led to serious con- 
sideration of this subject. Even when I was 
anxious to do the Lord’s will, I have often erred, 


by trusting too much to human ways and means, 
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and have had cause to reflect much on this 
question, to take counsel with experienced Chris- 
tians, and, above all, to learn from the Holy 
Word what God says about it. 

He who desires to do God’s will must be able 
to say, with certainty, “This is God’s will,” 
“ii tact thus | shall do God's will;” but this 
knowing and discerning of God’s will is no easy 
matter in practical life. Why not? Can God 
wish His children to walk in darkness ? 

Alas! it is our self-will which often tricks us; 
it insinuates itself, if we are not very wary 
making the eye dim and the reason dull, dis- 
turbing and banishing the Spirit of God, and 
causing darkness and confusion to ensue. 

It is because of this that we often hear Chris- 
tians, who must decide for themselves or others, 
mourning and crying, “ What wilt Thou have me 
Pomdos: 9 leach me, for L.know not!” That 
means, if they only knew God’s will they would 
willingly do it; that they only seek this certainty, 
for they know that they can only be blessed in 
that way. 

Those who speak thus are often in earnest, 


and yet do not. get light, for self-will has crept 
3 
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into their thoughts as furtively as the thief into 
the house when the door has been unguarded in 
the dusk. Although sincere Christians, they can 
attain no inward certainty that “such and such 
is the will of God ;” and without this persuasion, 
after long and vain pondering, they proceed “ by 
hazard,” and atia venture; 

I shall give a few samples of the hundred 
thousand perplexing questions and cases for 
decision which occur in actual daily life. Let us 
suppose the case of a man who, with the utmost 
diligence, is not getting on in his native land; 
instead of improving his condition, he is con- 
stantly losing ground. Sensible people exhort 
him to emigrate, to go to America, where the 
industrious man can find bread in abundance; 
the earth is the Lord’s there as well as here. 
Now comes a sore struggle: much is to be said 
_ for emigration, much against it. 

If the man is a Christian, his first question is, 
“What is God’s will—shall I go or stay?” 

This question is often very, very difficult, and 
none can decide it but he and God alone. But 
how shall he ascertain the will of God ? 


Again, a neighbour tells you that he is looking 
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out for a partner in his first business, and asks 
you if you would not like to put a little capital 
into it, as there is a prospect of getting from 30 
to 40 per cent. on it. Now, supposing you have 
the money, that the business is in good order, 
that there is no cheating or usury about it,— 
“What is God’s will?” I hear you asking; 
“if I could only learn that!” Or, you are of 
a suitable age and position, and have a wish to 
marry; you make the acquaintance of a girl whom 
you think will suit you very well. But there are 
so many “ifs” and “buts”; all kinds of diffi- 
culties and sad circumstances in her family 
history make you veer from side to side; you 
brood over them and think, “If I could only 
learn the will of God, I should act according to 
that.” 

Thus, in daily life, in small and great, in 
external and internal affairs, hard questions are 
always arising. I shall notice a few in the pro- 
miscuous way in which they occur in life. “May 
it be the will of God that I should enter into 
that connection or company which has been 
forbidden to me?” “Shall I follow the dictates 


of my heart and become a deaconess?” ‘Shall 


36 SELF-WILL AND GOD'S WILL. 


I send my son, with whose education I have 
not been successful, to this or that institution ?” 
“Ts it my duty, or have I the right, to sacrifice 
a part of my income for this or that undertaking 
of the kingdom of God?” “Is it not my duty 
to confess to my wife this or that disorder of my 
previous life?” ‘Shall I be acting in accord- 
ance with God’s will in lending to N. N. the 
money he asks from me?” 

“How far dare I go in complying with the 
desires and solicitations of my grown-up children, 
when they are in opposition to my convictions ?” 
“Is it good to take this or that step in order to 
improve my business?” “In how far dare I, 
and must I, comply with fashion and with the 
opinions of society?” “In how far, according 
to God’s will, have I a right to keep silence about 
the sins which I see in my own dear ones?” 
“Is it right that I should go to that theatre or 
ball to please my husband, or my wife, while my 
very soul abhors it?” “Is it the will of God 
that I should separate from this Christian com- 
munity on account of clamant improprieties in 
it?” “Shall I accept this honorary office, which 


will engross me very much, or dare I decline it ?” 
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“May I allow myself this or that expenditure 
for luxury or pleasure?” “Is it God’s will or 
not that I should participate in this Christian 
effort and work?” ‘Is it my duty, or have I 
any call, to draw the attention of my friend to 
the danger which he incurs ?” 

This strange medley, collected here, will appear 
ludicrous to many; but I need not excuse it to 
those who know life and its realities. 

They know that such questions crop up every- 
where and at all times, and that even earnest 
Christians are often brought into the greatest 
perplexity by them. 

This perplexity is often greatest when we must 
decide for others, as, for instance, parents for 
their children, a guardian for his ward, and so on. 

A young girl has had a proposal of marriage. 
Shall she accept it? She herself knows not; 
there is so much for and so much against. Now, 
she comes to her parents, quite confused with 
all her thinking and considering, and says, “I 


cannot decide, please advise me.” 
There ‘sit the poor parents; now, what is 


God’s will ? 


Or, your son is of an age that he should decide 
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on a career; but he cannot do it, he is not yet 
ripe enough, and flits from one idea and fancy 
to another. The father must decide. It is often 
| easy, but often, too, frightfully difficult to learn 
what is God’s will in such a case. Or, you are- 
a poor man, and have a grown-up daughter who 
is offered a good situation as housekeeper ; but 
there is much that is doubtful and perilous about 
the place. How will you discern what is right 
and well-pleasing to God in the case? Or, your 
ward is a youth of twenty, he wishes to get his 
money that he may emigrate; you have to deter- 
mine and give the decision; you, also, have the 
responsibility— what is the will of God now ? 

In a thousand cases one must thus decide 
for others, and the decision is doubly difficult 
on account of the doubled responsibility; and 
he who is placed in such a situation may well 
hesitate, if he is not indubitably certain of the 
will of God. | 


In short, it cannot be denied that all kinds 


é 


of perplexing questions occur in the life of every é 
man, and of every Christian, too, when he must ' 
decide for himself or others. “How can I dis- 


cern the will of God?” The importance of 
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this question is evident in those moments when 
a man must resolve upon what will cause his 
earthly weal or woe ; when he is left to cast the 
balance for himself in the most weighty affairs. 

Does not everything depend, then, on a Chris- 
tian knowing God’s will, that he may follow it 
and infallibly attain to the right? 

Is the question, “What is God’s will?” not 
the same for him as the other, “ What is for 
my happiness?” or, “What will tend to my 


salvation ? ” 


VI. 


“MUCH ADO ABOUT: NOTHING ;” OR 20777 
LS A*MATIER “OF COURSE. 


HRISTIANS must be very careful that they 

do not trifle with this seeking after the will 
of God; but, alas! this happens too often. I 
call it trifling if a man seeks to know God’s will 
when the manifest answer to the question con- 
cerned is found in the natural circumstances of 
the case, in simple, sound common sense, in 
the conscience, or in a distinct command or 
prohibition of God. 

To put on an important air in such cases, and 
say, “If I only knew God’s will!” is a sickly 
pietism, which, often needlessly, repels the world 
from Christianity. 

For example, if your son has a striking aptitude 
and desire for an architect’s career, and your 
means allow you to educate him for it, the simple 


conditions which lie before you tell you plainly 
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enough what is God’s will. Here are indications 
and signs enough, and it would be trifling for 
you to make long research regarding the counsel 
of God in the matter. 

Or, if a girl of twenty receives an offer from 
a man of seventy (unless in quite exceptional 
circumstances), she does not need to pray and 
strive in the effort to find if it is or is not the 
will of God that she should accept this proposal. 
Her common sense and natural feeling can decide 
the matter with perfect certainty. She feels 
“the relation would be unnatural.” That shows 
clearly what is the will of God. If she is really 
in earnest about God’s will, she does not need 
to inquire farther, for, although there is much 
supernatural in the ways of God, there is never 
anything unnatural. 

Or, you make acquaintance with a man who 
has stolen, you are poor, and he is willing to 
make you a sharer in his gains. Will you ask 
in that case if it will be pleasing to God for you 
to accept the gift? Your conscience answers 
plainly, “No, the receiver is as bad as the 
thief.” ; 


Or, you can free yourself from a great em- 
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barrassment by a little lie. You are a Christian, 
you hate lying and know that God hates it; but 
the embarrassment is so great, may this way of 
escape not be permitted by God for once? 

Oh! the temptation to persuade oneself of this 
is often frightfully strong in real life, and we 
know that prophets and patriarchs, even a David 
and a Peter, have been brought to shame thereby. 

Therefore the question, if this or that le may 
not be according to God’s will, cannot be sincerely 
weighed by the soul, for the conscience says 
plainly and clearly, “No,” thereby revealing to 
you the will of God. 

Or, take another case. Some poor people 
live near you; through careless living they have 
been brought very low. It can be proved that 
they have only themselves to blame for their 
misery; but, as they are now suffering from 
bitter hunger, what is to be done? Need you 
inquire long if it is the will of God that you 
should give them meat and drink? No, even 
if the words, “ Break thy bread with the hungry, 
and deliver him who is ready to perish,” were 
not written in the Word of God. Yet He has 


inscribed them on your conscience. 
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We see, then, “ how much ado is made about 
nothing,” and how often matters might be settled 
quite easily by conscience and common sense, 
without requiring long faces, solemn airs, hypo- 
critical whimperings, folded hands, and much 
research and meditation about God’s will. 

The case is just as simple for a Christian, and 
all inquiry is superfluous, when he has a clear 
command or prohibition of God for or against, in 
any perplexing crisis; for God has revealed His 
will by that command or prohibition. 

For instance, you are a man of business and 
have a shop in the principal street of a town. 
You make profession of being a decided Christian ; 
and can you really be in doubt whether Sunday 
selling is in accordance with God’s will or not, 
when He has declared Himself so clearly in the 
fourth commandment ? 

You know God’s will perfectly ; if you have 
faith sufficient to do it is another question. 

I should never think of refusing to acknow- 
ledge that a business man may be a Christian, 
although he sells on the Lord’s Day ; but one thing 
is certain, that in this particular he does not act 


as a Christian, nor in accordance with God’s will, 
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nor in faith, for he is disobeying an express com- 
mand, not only by working himself, but by being 
an occasion of trespass to others; for by his sell- 
ing he gives them the opportunity of buying. 

Answer me, Yes; but it is terribly hard to do 
away with Sunday selling; the best trade is done 
on that day! I should drive all my customers 
away, and so on. I must cheerfully grant the 
truth of much that you say, it is doubtful what 
many of those who judge you would do in a 
similar temptation; but you must grant that it 
requires no discussion to arrive at a certainty of 
what is God’s will, when His prohibition is the 
manifest expression of His will. 

Some tradesmen who have read this little book 
have been touched to the quick by these simple » 
words, and have written to tell me that ever since 
they cannot feel at ease in Sunday sellings. But, 
they add, it is unjust to speak only of sellers; 
if no buyers came, if people would make their 
purchases on Saturday evening, the temptation 
to sell would be done away with. 

Now, I had written the above without intend- 
ing to enter upon the “Sabbath question,” and 


only introduced it as asample case ; but I willingly 
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agree to the request of my correspondents, and 
beseech all who esteem the will of God to so 
arrange their affairs during the six days of the 
week that they need not disturb the sellers on 
Sunday. 

It is surely easy enough for families to procure 
necessaries on Saturday evening; but it is very 
hard for the seller to have to say to his customers 
on Sunday, “I sell nothing to-day, because this 
is the Lord’s day.” 

Put yourself in his place. If you in sincerity 
pray for your neighbour, ‘Lead us not into 
temptation,” you surely will not venture to be 
yourself his leader into temptation. 

Take another case. You are offered a lottery 
ticket. It costs six shillings, and you may gain 
41,500! People are pressed to try their luck 
once, with a persistence worthy of imitation in 
a better cause. 

Even ministers of the Gospel have the tickets 
sent to them, with stamped envelopes in which to 
return an affirmative response. How many are 
tempted to yield because of this impudent in- 
sistence! Now, I would not like to judge a man 


of the world who tries his luck in this way; but 
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you—you, who wish to be a decided Christian, 
can you hesitate ? Can you think, “ Perhaps God 
will bless me in this way”? I maintain that a 
Christian cannot be in doubt in such a case as to — 
the will of God, for he must admit that, according 
to God’s will, no man becomes rich by such 
means. 

He has said, “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread.” “If any man do not work, 
‘neither let him eat, nor receive God’s blessing.” 

You find that you cannot seek God's blessing 
about such a matter with a happy conscience; but 
you think, “If I win, I shall have no pleasure 
in it; if I lose, I have been unfaithful with the 
six shiJlings which have been entrusted to me for 
my household.” 

The theory of the matter is at once decided for 
a Christian by the simple command of God, 
although the practical nuts may be harder to crack 
according to the state of the case. But what 
applies to the lottery may be said of all swindling 
stock jobbery, of all usurious businesses, and of 
all speculations whereby one seeks to get rich by 
ruining others. 

A Christian who loves his neighbour as himself 
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can have no fellowship with such things. I need, 
surely, not speak of the cursed gambling tables. 
Even the princes who permitted them in their 
domains were convinced of their being an in- 
delible disgrace to them, and no Christian can 
suppose that he can have God’s sanction for taking ~ 
part in the play. His conscience, his feeling, his 
common sense, the fruits and results of such 
gambling, the Word of God—all say to him, 
This is of hell!” 

To sum up what has been said in detail. 

Be careful of trifling with the question of God’s 
will, and of trying to appear more spiritual than 
God requires you to be. 

When a man seeks God’s will where the 
conditions of the case or common sense can 
clearly answer, he is either a fool or a bigot, 
or both. 

When one is anxious to obtain light, through 
prayer or by signs from above, in matters which 
conscience can easily decide, he is not child- 
like but childish; and not only childish, but 
insincere. 

In fine, when a man asks, What is God’s will ? 


in questions which are already decided by the 
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Holy Word, it is manifest that he is only making 
the will of God a hypocritical mask for his own 
self-will. 

Thus thousands of questions are clearly decided 
as soon as we allow conscience, judgment, and 
natural feeling to be heard. 

A Christian must beware of making himself 
ludicrous by making “much ado about nothing” ; 
he must consider that he may thus bring ridicule — 
on the cause of his Lord and Saviour; and so 
turn many from Him who might have sought 
His love. 

The fear of such a result should cause the 
disciple of Jesus to tremble. Beware, then, of 
trifling with holy things! 

But a great many questions will still be left for 
decision, in which the Christian cannot attain to 
knowledge of God’s will by the means just de- 
scribed. 

How, then, shall we learn it ? 

I hear many voices. One answers, ‘ He must 
search God’s Word.” Another, “We must look 
for signs from above.” Still another, ‘‘ We must 
let the lot decide.” A fourth, “Let us be guided 
by the counsel of praying brethren.” A fifth, 
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— 


“ Always be opposed to nature, then you will be 
right.” 

Let us now proceed to prove the truth and 
error contained in each of these maxims with a 


single eye, and with due impartiality. 


SECTION II. 


DIVERS WAYS AND MEANS FOR ASCER- 
ZAININGNGOD'S/ WILL. 


VII. 
EAIIISEWRILTEN! 


E have just admitted that a question is 

already decided for a Christian when 
there is a distinct command or prohibition re- 
garding it in the Word of God; and we could 
usually attain to clearness and certainty, even 
where there is no special command of God, if we 
were really versed in the Word. 

Oh! if Christian people were more absorbed 
in God’s Word, if their souls were thoroughly 
steeped in the histories of the children of God, in 
His dealings with them (for these things are not 
told us in such detail without a purpose), how 
much they would learn of which they know 
nothing ! 

We must not only seek to learn from God’s 
Word how we may gain eternal bliss ; truly that 
is the chief thing, but we must learn to regard 


the Word as the source of vital wisdom, as the 
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best standard for our walk and conversation in 
the world; and as the best directory for our 
intercourse with men, with the friends as well 
as with the foes of the kingdom. 

We should learn from the Gospels the true 
wisdom of dealing aright with the different classes 
of men. In them we see our Saviour in constant 
communication with men of every age, condition, 
and race,—with friends and foes, with the sad 
and the joyful, with the godless and the devout. 

If men would only learn! But they say, “ The 


life of Jesus is our pattern ;” 


and yet how few 
there are who sit quietly and meekly to learn at 
His feet. We might throw all the books of - 
maxims into the fire, if we would only learn 
from Jesus how to influence others in love and 
truth. 

The apostles had nourished their souls with 
the Word of the Old Testament; this helped 
them not a little to be firm and steadfast in all 
circumstances, and to resolve the most difficult 
questions when they came out into the great world. 

Yes, even our Saviour was not ashamed to 
appeal to the Word of the Scripture in His 


resolutions. 
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Whether He should turn the stones into bread 
in order to appease His hunger? Whether He 
should throw Himself down from the pinnacle of 
the Temple to gain the recognition of the people ? 
— such questions He decides from Scripture, 
because He lives in the Scripture. 

Even now no man can become truly Christian, 
free from human influence, and ruled only from 
above, unless, like Christ and the apostles, he is 
filled with the life, and nourished and built up 
on the words and examples, parables and types, of 
the Word of God. We must receive and retain 
their lessons, and by prayer assimilate them with 
our very being, in order that the spirit of the 
Bible and of the holy men of God may become 
our spirit. Then will the Word become, as the 
Psalmist says, a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path ; then shall we walk steadfastly and shall 
not stumble. 

But by no means can the mere word—the 
letter of Scripture—teach us exactly in every 
individual case what we ought to do. The aim 
of the Bible is not to spare us the inward spiritual 
work of proving, searching, and praying. 

Whether David should flee from Saul into 
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the land of the Philistines or not? Whether 
Jeremiah should remain by the ruins of Jeru- 
salem or go with the captive people to Babylon ? 
Whether it was right for Paul to marry, or his 
duty to remain single for the sake of his office ? 
Whether he should take payment or not? 
Whether he should carry the Gospel to this 
nation or to that ?—those and a thousand other 
questions cannot be solved directly by Scripture ; 
and it is even so with the questions which arise 
in daily life. Whether you should take a certain 
journey or not ? Buy this or that house ? Adopt 
this forsaken child? Send away an unfaithful 
servant, or give her another chance ? Break off 
this or that connection ? Accept these or those 
obligations ? and so on, and so on. About such 
things there is nothing written in the Bible; for 
it is not like the Napoleonic Code, or the old 
Prussian Statute Law, where in every possible 
case you only have to refer to the necessary 
paragraph to find a definite sentence. 

We find exactly what a citizen may and may 
not do; you may read there how far you dare 
venture with your freedom of speech, or with 


your license in writing or acting ; what difference 
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it makes in the penalty if a thief is ten, twenty, 
or seventy years of age; what difference it makes 
in a case of murder if the criminal has been 
quite drunk, half drunk, or perfectly sober. 
Everything is provided for to the minutest detail, 
and the judges have usually nothing else to do 
than to examine the case in hand exactly; then 
to refer to the Code and say, “ According to para- 
graph —— this penalty or reward falls to you.” 
It is the same with the ceremonial and literal laws 
of Moses, which are recorded in the early books 
of Scripture, and which, as St. Paul says, were 
suited for a time of tutelage. 

The people of God under the New Testament 
are no longer to be ruled by the letter of the law, 
but by its spirit. The former has been fulfilled 
by Jesus Christ; and the Spirit has been given 
to the disciples of the Lord, and by His influ- 
ence they have written the sacred records. The 
Spirit may be called the inward Word of God; 
only by His means can we understand the out- 
ward, written Word; for without that enlighten- 
ment it is dark, and we may merely be mystified 
by it. 


Our own eye must be clear and sunny, or we 
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shall never be able to gaze on that Sun of God 
that shines upon us from the Scriptures. 

Yes, the holy stars of God become wandering 
lights to one with a darkened or wanton eye, 
because the devil misuses the Scripture, in order 
to carry out his soul-destroying schemes; and 
too often the best-intentioned Christians justify 
all kinds of follies and even wrongs from the 
Bible, by rending individual passages from their 
context, or by laying hold of the mere letter 
without the spirit. 

The Word is spirit, and must be received 
spiritually; and he who wishes to understand it 
and become wise therein must be taught of 
God. | 

The Scripture is a spiritual stream, wherein 
only the spiritual can swim; it is not merely a 
collection of letters, words, sentences, statutes, 
and rules for living and dying. It is because 
men have regarded it in this light that we find 
people of every kind, carnal and spiritual, healthy 
and unhealthy, the different sects who bite and 
tear at one another, all disputing and anathe- 
matising and appealing to God’s Word,—often, 


too, with apparent justification. 
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They who have not the spirit of the Scripture 
may still hold the Bible in their hands, boast 
of it, rant about it, and do one another to death 
with it. 

In short, those who have this spirit will, by 
strength thereof, walk surely at all times; but 
we cannot expect to find a ready-made answer 
for every difficult practical question in the Bible, 
as if it were a legal code. ‘There are thousands 
of cases in which the mere letter of the Word 
can give us no light, for God has not intended 
that it should free us from inward spiritual 
work. 

As this, then, is not sufficient, what other means 


have we for ascertaining God’s will ? 


Vie 
“I HAVE A SIGN FROM ABOVE.” 


OW often we hear from the lips of Chris- 
tians, and from those who wish to pose 
as such, phrases like these, “I wait for a sign 
from above,” “If I only had a clear indication 
of God’s will,” when they have to decide upon 
a course of action. And after they have resolved 
what to do, “I was quite sure about what I should 
do, for I had an indubitable sign from above.” 
We have repeatedly heard Christian mothers 
making remarks about the betrothals of their 
daughters to this effect: “It was manifest that 
this was the will of God; there were such un- 
mistakable signs from above that it would have 
been presumption, want of faith, or little faith, to 
doubt longer.” How remarkable it is that there 
are so many unhappy marriages, in spite of them 
all having been arranged in heaven, according to 


the speeches of the wedding-day ! 
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How soon, alas! too often, the young couples 
and the parents perceive that those were no signs 
from above of which they had been so confident. 

In this very point of determining marriages 
the question of God’s will is more frequently 
discussed than in any other ; and most naturally. 
For how must a young girl’s heart palpitate at 
giving up this heart and her very being to another 
person, more or less strange to her till then, and 
at exchanging her old life for an utterly new 
one! How conceivable is it that a devout maiden 
should wish to be firmly convinced that she is 
going a good and sure way, which will tend to 
her temporal and eternal weal. But how much 
there is appealing to the heart, or welling up 
within it, to interfere with an unbiassed, con- 
scientious judgment and decision. Passion and 
fear, flesh and blood, regard to appearance, to 
material cireumstances, to honour or dishonour, 
to connections,—all kinds of influences and per- 
suasions from cousins, friends, and the like. And 
how much the dear mothers are often in fault 
here, repenting afterwards with many tears! 

It is a common saying that nowadays there 


are few love marriages; but we may add to 
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that that often, where there really is love, it is 
not sanctified and consecrated, nor permeated 
with the Divine light. Just in such cases much 
happens that is legalised and shrouded up, in a 
sanctimonious way, in circles considered Chris- 
tian. Such conduct is dangerous and wicked. 
It is evident that our natural heart is cunning 
and deceitful, false and hypocritical, when it 
seeks to discriminate signs from above; and 
that we are deceived by nothing else so much 
as by ourselves. It is well said, “A man sees 
very easily what he wants to see;” but nothing 
is more difficult than to discriminate what are 
signs from God and what are not. The difficulty 
consists in our seldom being unbiassed, and, 
consequently, seldom pure. A child-like simple 
nature is encompassed by signs, but when we 
have a will of our own in any matter, although 
the signs of God are all around us, we cannot 
see them, for they do not suit us; or we may 
imagine we see them where there are none. 
For such signs are not gross and palpable, nor 
do they usually consist of strange and extra- 
ordinary events, tokens, and wonders, but in 


every-day occurrences, happening at such a time, 
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or in such a way, that a truly open eye may 
recognise in them the finger of God, while another 
may perceive nothing at all in them; and this 
makes it impossible to define what a “sign” is. 

If we understand by “signs” the gentle leading 
of God, then all His children are so led; but 
too often “‘signs” are understood to mean all 
kinds of strange incidents, and out-of-the-way 
events, which God has not promised. us, which 
we dare not seek, still less pray for. 

God indicates the way to His children with 
His eye, He does not point it out with a hedge- 
stake or with the. barn-door, as the proverb 
broadly puts it. But those who are willing to 
be led by God’s eye, must ever be looking unto 
Him, or they will see nothing. Therefore, signs 
are only for the children who look up to the 
‘ Father; they are not gross and palpable, and 
have little in common with what are frequently 
taken for them. 

You may answer me, “We often read in 
Scripture that men of God prayed for miraculous 
tokens and sensible signs, and we see that God 
condescended and gave them according to their 


wish. For instance, Gideon said to the angel of 
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Jehovah, ‘Let me know hereby, if it be really 
God’s will that I should fight against Midian; I 
shall lay this fleece on the threshing-floor, and 
if all around be wet with dew, and the fleece 
alone left dry, that shall be a sign for me that I 
am to be the leader of Israel;’ and God did as 
Gideon desired.” 

This sign, however, did not satisfy Gideon, 
for we find him demanding for a token the 
following night, that only the fleece should be 
wet with the dew, and that the ground around 
should be left dry; and even this was granted 
unto him. 

Eliezer’s case is similar. When he went to 
seek a wife for his master’s son Isaac, he prayed 
in child-like simplicity for a sign from Abraham’s 
God; not only that, but he described minutely 
what the sign must be which would be valid for 
him. ‘A maiden must come, who must be such 
and such, speak and act in a certain way; and 
if this happens I shall be sure she is the chosen 
of the Lord.” And behold, Rebecca came, and 
everything happened just as he wished. 

Like cases, in which God revealed His will 


by indubitable signs and tokens, could be. pro- 
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duced by the dozen from the Old Testament ; 
the use of the high-priestly Urim and Thummim 
belonging to this class. But, as the sacerdotal 
order of the new covenant has no longer a visible 
Urim and Thummin, as the spirit has taken the 
place of the letter and the inward of the outward 
in the New Testament, so also have outward 
tokens and communications given place to the 
reign of the Spirit. 

It would be a valuable exercise for Christians 
of our time to learn to distinguish God’s varied 
modes of dealing, communing, and conversing 
with His people in the dispensations of the Old 
and New Testaments. 

When a Christian trusts to any external token, 
he relapses into the weakness and pupilage of 
the old economy ;. from the privileges of majority 
to a state of tutelage. To what absurd and 
sickly pietism, to what follies it would lead, and 
has led!—when, for instance, under the new 
covenant, the idyllic story of Eliezer is taken for 
a pattern in marriage transactions. 

After the outpouring of the Holy Ghost we 
do not find the apostles or early Christians 


seeking for special signs and tokens that they 


5 


66 SHEF-WILL AND GOD'S WILL, 

might ascertain God’s will; although questions 
ten times harder and more perplexing than any 
we have to answer lay before them. We do 


not hear of signs and tokens in the Epistles nor 


in the Acts of the Apostles. On the contrary, | 


every page speaks of; the reign of the Holy 
Spirit in the children of the new covenant. 

Before proceeding farther, let me notice, for 
discipline, warning, and exhortation, how many 
insincerities of our hearts are manifested in this 
seeking of signs from above; even as it was with 
the Jews of whom St. Matthew wrote (chaps. xii. 
38 and xvi. 1). 

N“ Master,” they said to Jesus, “we would see 
a sign from heaven!” That was, in proof of the 


Messiahship of Jesus. We might answer, “O 


ye Jews! were there not tokens and wonders 


‘enough? What more could be done? Have 


not heaven and earth been moved by the signs 
of the Son of man? Has His heavenly speech 
not penetrated all hearts?” 

Truly, the signs and tokens were not wanting ; 
but the Jews did not see them, for they did not 
wish to see them. They could not bear that 


Jesus, the sinner’s Friend, should be their 
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‘Messiah; therefore, no tokens could convince 
them; but the love of Jesus for sinners was 
sufficient sign for them of His being a blas- 
phemer and a rebel. They looked for such signs 
and imagined they found them, although they did 
not exist; and, therefore, the Saviour calls them 
“a hypocritical and adulterous nation.” 

Of course, this is a rough specimen of godless 
people ; but, in a more subtle way, this is often 
the style in which Christian people act. They 
ask for signs, and when they are granted do not 
hold them valid, because they do not point in the 
direction of their wishes. 

If no signs point out what they consider most 
practica. and advantageous, they will invent 
some; they worry and fret about things till they 
can say, “Behold, there is an evident. sign.” 
: They might as well say, “If I could only have 
my own way, and could yet say and prove that 
it is God’s way too!” : 

This cursed sanctimoniousness often tempts 
God’s own saints, but it is as odious to Him, 
Who has eyes like a flame of fire, as if they were 
frankly and freely to dispense with God, and say, 
“Who is the Lord, that I should inquire of 
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Him? I do what my heart desires, and I carry 
out what my judgment approves.” 

Balaam’s story in the twenty-second chapter 
of Numbers is an unparalleled example of such 
conduct. I beg my readers to study it closely 
and diligently. For probing of the human heart 
it is one of the deepest in the whole Bible. Here 
I shall only set up a few landmarks and guide- 
posts, to the best of my ability, to help every 
one to keep in the right track. 

He who reads this chapter aright will find two 
things. First, that Balaam is determined, in any 
case, to go to Moab, to King Balak, that he may 
gain honour and riches; consequently, he will do 
what he wishes. Secondly, he does not like to 
go without a clear sign of permission from above. 
So Balaam would like to do God's will. 

Balaam is obstinately determined to carry out 
both of these courses, however contradictory they 
may be; for although he is bewitched by his lust 
of gold and honour, he still wishes to be a holy 
prophet of God, and would like, at least, the 
appearance of going to Moab in accordance with 
the will of God. 


How can these contradictions be resolved ? 
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Only thus: by God giving him his own way and 
saying, ‘ Thy will is My will, too; therefore, thou 
mayest go, it will be right in Mine eyes.” We 
see, in fact, that Balaam could not rest till he 
had got God on his side, in appearance at any 
rate. 

Mark how God answered Balaam in plain 
terms when he first begged leave to go. “No, 
thou shalt not go with these men.” The case 
was clear enough, and lifted above all doubt, and 
none knew better than Balaam that God is no 
‘capricious God, to take one view to-day and 
another to-morrow, of the same matter, like many 
kings and ministers of state. “He is not a man 
that He should lie, nor a son of man that He 
should repent.” These are Balaam’s words; and 
he knew God’s will well enough before asking 
it; and he should have rested content, knowing 
that no good could come from following his 
own. . 

Yet, when the ambassadors from Moab re- 
turned with more splendid presents, more friendly 
entreaties, and greater promises, mark how 
Balaam acts, as if he did not know what the 
Lord had spoken. “Now, therefore, I pray you 
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tarry ye also here this night,” he says to them, 
“that I may know what the Lord will say unto 
me more.” } 

If God had answered Balaam’s first inquiry, 
“Yes, as for Me, if thou wilt, thou mayest go,” 
do you think he would have required a special 
sign then? Certainly not. But after God had 
spoken the same thing three times, Balaam is 
still not sure what He means, he must inquire 
again. Why? Has he forgotten God’s answer ? 
Yes and no! What we do not care to hear we 
easily forget, or persuade ourselves that we may 
have misunderstood it. When Balaam again 
asked the Lord, “May I?” the answer came, 
“ Go.” Why? has God now changed His mind ? 
By no means! Jehovah’s will, that Israel shall 
be blessed, will still be fulfilled. As Balaam is 
eager to run to ruin, God leaves him, in His 
wrath, to his self-will; for He will have no 
unwilling subjects in His kingdom. 

Is it not fearful that Balaam should require 
of God, that He, the Everlasting, should give 
up His holy will in order that the prophet’s lust 
for gold should be satiated? The contrast 


between appearance and reality here is awful. 


% 
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Balaam looks like a very devout man, and yet 
he really mocks God. 

He asks what is God’s will, but he means to 
take his own. He inquires of the Lord humbly 
enough, but there is only one answer upon which 
he will act. Is it not appalling ? Yes, but the 
same thing happens a thousand times in the lives 
of devout people. Oh! how often God signs to 
you and you do not see it, because you will not 
see it, or because your eye is dazzled by self- 
will. How often do you seek after signs when 
you do not require them, knowing already in 
your own conscience what you ought to do; but 
God’s will is not in conformity with yours, there- 
fore you tempt Him, and try if signs will not 
come from some other quarter of heaven, so that 
you may still save appearances before men, and 
may prove that your way is well pleasing to 
the Lord. | 

Such ways are like Balaam’s; and whoever 
permits such bitter weeds to grow up in his 
heart without earnestly trying to root them out 
will, like Balaam, be lost in darkness. None of 
us need suppose that we are too good for such 


evil growths rising in our hearts, 
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Not long ago I was reminded by my dear 
catechumens how we often act towards God. 

An agricultural show was being held in the 
neighbouring town, with all its attendant amuse- 
ments, on the day fixed for my catechism class. 

Two boys came as a deputation from the class, 
begging leave of absence for themselves and 
«the others for that afternoon, in order that they 
might go to the show. I answered (unhappily 
not like a true pedagogue), “That is not the . 
thing for you, children, it is only for the big 
people; you understand nothing about it, and 
will learn nothing good there. I will not exactly 


„ 


forbid you to go there, but——” Scarcely was 
this “but” out of my mouth when the boys 
shouted, ‘‘ Good-bye, sir!” and off they were, as 
if blown by the wind. ~The other children, boys 
and girls, were standing in the plantation behind 
the parsonage, awaiting the decision. 

Before they reached the little company, the 
ambassadors shouted, “We are to go;” and the 
others, nothing doubting, waved their caps in 
glee, and joyously re-echoed the shout in their 
broadest dialect. That I did not like their going, 


that it would do them no good to go there, 


— 
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they had not heard ; they understood nothing but 
the words, “I will not exactly forbid you;” that 
was the essence of my speech for them, and out 
of the half permission they had quickly construed 
geeeshau.4f We are to’ go!” 

Of course, I did not reproach my children, 
but this taught me that “we great children ” 
often treat God as those little ones treated me. 

How easily we find a sign for what we wish 
to do; how lightly we say, “It is the will of 
God,” when we are anxious to have it so; how 
inclined we are to find that the Lord points out 
the way when it corresponds with our view of 
the case, and how difficult it is to see the real 
signs of God when they do not suit us. 

The angel of the Lord stands in Balaam’s way 
as he goes towards Moab, and yet he sees him 
not. The ass sees him, but “the man whose 
eyes are open,” the enlightened prophet, sees him 
not. How can that be? Perhaps the prophet 
has weak eyes? Oh, no! Would not every one 
of us be persuaded if a new ambassador were to 
arrive from Moab with fresh gifts and honours ? 
Balaam saw him before the ass. Tre puzzle is 


easily solved ; for what is in the heart looks out 
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at the eyes, but, what the heart shuns the eye 
and ear shun also. 

Put a basket of rosy apples before your 
children, and say, “ Each one of you may take 
three or four, but at the very most five.” You 
have given them a sufficiently evident hint that 
four apples are enough; yet I venture to say 
that, if four children stand by the basket, twenty 
apples at least will: be taken. I say at least 
twenty, for supposing one boy miscalculates, it 
is more likely that he will reckon six, rather 
than four, for the five. And if you could hear 
the children telling their companions about it, 
they would say, “ Our father has given each of 
us five apples.” The children have not under- 
stood the plain hint to take three or four, because 


it was not convenient to do so; but the eventual 


permission to take five is rather regarded as a > 


command, because that chimes in better with 
their love of apples. 

Often a deep meaning lies hid in childish play, 
and such behaviour is too frequent in our rela- 
tions towards God, if we are not. very watchful ; 
and, therefore, signs from above must be carefully | 


dealt with. For sometimes we perceive them too ~ 
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easily and quickly, seeing them where none exist; 
again, we see them with difficulty or too late, 
not perceiving them when they are obviously 
there; but he who wishes to be led by the 
Lord must learn to pray, “ Make me pure in 
heart, that I may behold Thee in spirit and in 
truth.” | 

The sum of the matter is:—There are verily 
signs from above, even for the children of the 
new covenant ; but it requires purity of heart to 
see those signs, and even well-meaning Chris- 
tians trifle with them and make a bad use of 
them. 

It is after the spirit of the old economy to 
seek for outward signs and tokens, and to be | 
influenced by them; for something better has 
been provided for the children of God under 
the new covenant. Of that more anon; but, first 
of all, we must consider the other means which 
are usually prescribed for ascertaining the will 
of God. 


Let us next discuss the use of the lot. 


IX: 
CLET THRSLOTSDEODE, 


ERY frequently, when a discussion arises 

in some Christian circles and no satisfac- 
tory conclusion can be come to, the ultimate 
expedient is to leave the decision to the casting 
of the lot. 

Resort is had to the lot even in determining 
the most serious questions in life, as in arranging 
marriages, choosing careers, and the like. 

When in public affairs resolutions must be 
made,—for instance, about regulations for the 
community ; about institutions, if they should 
be suppressed or maintained; in the choice of 
officials, presbyters, representatives, nay, even 
in pastoral elections,—recourse is had to the 
lot. | | 

The votes for and against are often equal, 
and many suppose that there is no other ex- 


pedient for settling the matter than to let the 
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lot decide, by drawing the will of God from 
the urn. 

It is, consequently, of the utmost importance 
to enquire, “Is it according to God’s will that 
in difficult public or private affairs we should 
interrogate the lot? Have we a certain prospect, 
have we any promise, that God will make His 
will known in this way ?” 

It is a matter of course that trifling with the 
lot by people who only wish to see how it will 
- fall out, is childish and frivolous; therefore, we 
need lose no words about that. It is also well 
known that the insincerity of the human heart 
often comes basely into play in the use of the 
botes *. 

I have often been present when it was resolved 
to cast lots ; after that had been done, if the lot 
had not fallen as desired, some one would say, 
“This casting of lots is very unsatisfactory ; we 
cannot be sure that God has declared Himself : 
let us once more consider the matter in a sensible 
way.” But if it fell as desired, in a way pleasing 
to the old Adam, then the decision of the lot 
was as a voice from heaven. 


How this manifests the hypocrisy of the heart. 
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Or, if the lot did not fall to please, some one 
might say, “We shall try again, to be sure that 
it is of the Lord ;” and, oh! what pleased faces 
if it fell otherwise the second time, and they felt 
free from the first sentence. . 

I shall cite only one, instead of many, examples, 
in order to make my meaning very clear. 

Some years ago I was visiting relations in 
H., who had a lady friend spending some time 
with them. She had the reputation of being a 


decided Christian, most valiant in her profession. . 


She had definitely fixed the time of her departure 
for Saturday morning, but began to regret this, 
and would have liked to stay longer. Instead of 
saying this frankly, which nobody could have 
taken amiss, she wished to make it appear that 
it was the will of God that she should prolong 
her visit, and proposed casting lots about it., 
In spite of all advice to stay longer without 
more ado, in spite of all warning about abuse 
of the lot, in spite of every proof that’her going 
or staying was merely a question for common- 
sense, as she herself must be aware if her family 
affairs and household duties would permit of a 


longer absence, she would persist in doing it 


a 
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| (for when a woman is determined about anything, 

| she will carry it out, be it good or bad). So she 
threw a silver piece on the floor, fixing that if 
the king’s head turned up she would stay; if 
not, she would go. This she called “casting 

the lot”! Alas for her! the head of the good 

‘defunct king lay low in the dust. Now came the 
trouble. “Why, what do you mean by trouble ; 
was not the matter settled, and nothing left 
but to pack her box ?” 

Do not imagine that. Of course, if the king’s 
head had turned up, we should have heard that 
her poor heart was now quite satisfied. But now ? 
“] will toss again,” she said. “ If it is meant that 
I should go, it must fall in the same way.” In 
spite of earnest warning not to tempt God, not to 
trifle with the question of His will, she did toss 
again, and, O, ye fates! the king’s head again lay 
low. Do you imagine the thing was settled with 
that? As little as before. But I will trouble the 
reader no more with this vexatious story. What 
happened may be easily supposed. There were so 
many “ifs” and “buts,” and so much talking, that 
it was too late for the post, and the self-willed 


heart got its own way. But if peace therewith ? 


80 SELF-WILL AND GOD'S WILL. 


I felt my blood boiling at this odious, sanctimo- ~ 
nious trifling, and I did not cool down till the 
Spirit of God recalled to my memory similar 
things from my own (past, God be thanked !) life _ 
and conduct. Unhappily, this occurs too often— 
that the lot is not held valid when it falls as God 
wills, but only when the result is pleasing to the 
caster. 

It may be answered with justice, “ There are 
abuses of the lot as of all good things. The 
sharpest knives are the best, yet the worst use 
may be made of them. The doctrine of grace is 
our chiefest joy, and yet it is often made a cloak 
for iniquity ; shall we, on this account, preach it 
no more? So with the lot. Must we reject its 
use, because many abuse it in hypocrisy and 
frivolity ?” 

No, certainly not on that account. 

A friend with whom I had a correspondence on 
this subject wrote thus :—If the lot is to be used, 
the following points must be carefully guarded: 
(1) That the heart should as far as possible be 
made free from self-will by spiritual discipline 2 
(2) That the matter should not be gone into 


without earnest prayer; (3) That there must be 
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a sure, child-like confidence that the result of the 
lot certainly reveals the will of God; (4) That, 
however the lot may fall, there should be no 
dispute about acting in accordance’ with it; (5) 
To avoid temptations to insincerity, none should 
cast the lot alone, but only in the presence of 
Christian friends. 

I think that all my readers who are sincere 
will agree that these conditions are indisputably 
‘requisite in a pure use of the lot. 

But the question rises anew, ‘‘ May we use the 
lot if we observe these conditions ?” 

Well, I know that many will be displeased at 
this question ; many will exclaim, “Why, can you 
still doubt about it? You would shatter every 
prop that we have.” Yes, please God! I would 
gladly shatter all but that one rod and staff of 
which David speaks in the twenty-third Psalm. 

It may, of course, be said that in the Bible we 
read of many of the people of God using the lot. 
Did not Joshua, acting on God’s command, divide 
Canaan by lot among the twelve tribes after the 
conquest ? Was not Achan found out by the 
lot? Was not Saul chosen by lot to be king over 
Israel, and that, too, by Samuel, the prophet of 
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Jehovah ? Did not the lot discover Jonah to be 
the guilty one? Was it not by the lot that the 
eleven apostles chose a twelfth ? 

Those who would like more examples from 
the Old Testament may ‘turn up the following 
passages,—Lev. xvi. 8; Num. xvii. and also 
XXVI. .55,; I Sam. xiv.°41; 1" Chron. ze 
Neh, &234 and x1.\T ; Prov. SV BB Psalm xxii. 
18, comparing with Matt. xxvii. 35. 

The lot was in common use among all heathen 
nations, and markedly so with our German fore- 
fathers. Weighty or warlike affairs were never 
undertaken without first enquiring the will of 
the gods by lot. The same was done in the 
division of spoil, of captives, of conquered 
lands, etc. 

The Babylonians were accustomed to write 
the names of the towns of the country which. 
they meant to invade on arrows; and, after 
shaking them in a quiver and drawing one out, 
to attack the town first whose name was on it. 
The Arabs used arrows in the lot, too. Three 
arrows were kept in the Temple of Mecca ; on 
one was written, “My Lord has commanded 


me;” on the other, “My Lord has forbidden 
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me;” and the third was blank. If the last was 
drawn the decision was deferred. 

We cannot say that a custom is wrong for a 
Christian because it is prevalent among heathens ; 
but that may make us regard it with suspicion 
at all events. We think that this custom in 
Israel may have been a remnant of heathenism, 
permitted by Jehovah (like polygamy) on ac- 
count of the weakness of the people, and to be 
abolished in the fulness of time. 

But have not many of God’s most faithful 
children in the Church of Christ made use of the 
lot, both in public and private affairs ? 

Think of Zinzendorf, that proved and highly 
blessed man of God! Consider the venerable 
Church of the Moravian Brethren, which has 
been excelled by no other communion in the 
faith and energy with which it has prosecuted 
the work of God on earth; and yet, both in 
great and small matters, it has made use of 
the lot for centuries. And has it not often been 
palpable that the Lord has acknowledged it ? 

These propositions appear unanswerable, but, 
still, let us consider the matter thoroughly, prove 
all things, and hold fast the good. 


\ 


\ 
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It is evident that the lot has often been used 
in the Old Testament dispensation, and even 
with the concurrence of God. But in the whole 
Bible we do not find a single instance of men 
of God casting lots about any private or domestic . 
matter, but only when the interests of the nation ~ 
or the kingdom of God were concerned. Con- 
sequently, no Christian need appeal to Scripture 
when he decides by lot whether he should 
undertake a certain business journey, whether 
he should marry or not, whether he should - 
engage a certain man as servant, whether he 
should emigrate or stay at home. We find no 
example in Scripture, much less any permission, 
to use the lot in such private affairs. 

“Well now,” you say, “in public affairs and 
in those of the congregation, or of the kingdom 
of God at large, the propriety of using the lot 
is incontestably in accordance with Scripture.” 

Certainly, this custom is found in the Old 
Testament; but only in the Old. (We shall 
advert by-and-bye to the twenty-sixth verse of 
the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles.) 
In all external points we can no longer take the © 


Old Testament as our pattern; mark what has 
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been said in the preceding chapter about the 
difference of the old and new covenants. The 
mere letter has been fulfilled, and is, therefore, 
superseded by the spirit; the external service 
of God by that of the heart ; ceremonies and types 
by the inward life. The outward revelations of 
God by signs and wonders, lots and symbols, 
Urim and Thummim, have been richly compen- 
sated for by the reign of Jesus Christ in the 
heart. Consequently, after the outpouring of 
the Spirit, we find no case of drawing lots 
recorded in the New Testament, however often 
the occasion for it may have occurred. Oh, how 
often in the course of the first three centuries 
after Christ must the apostles, together with 
the whole Christian community, have been 
embarrassed with critical questions, when the 
Church of the martyrs was scattered through a 
persecuting, bloodthirsty world; when, at every 
step, the shout arose, “Make your choice!” 
when they were entrapped into the most diffi- 
cult and perplexing situations, and could learn 
neither from Scripture nor from man how they 
should conduct themselves. Would it not have 


been easy for them, then, to inquire by lot about 
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their public affairs—such as the election of 
bishops, the founding of new churches; or about 
private, domestic, or social concerns? Yet we 
find no trace of that. 

The apostles, indeed, made use of the lot before 
the outpouring of the Spirit; but would it not 
have been more to the purpose to make use of 
it after Pentecost, when a community of Jesus 
Christ, the like of which had never before been 
in the world, had to be organized ? -Or, when 
the persecutions ensued, would it not have been 
easy for the apostles to ask their Saviour, by 
means of the lot, whether they should remain 
in Jerusalem or flee from it? Yet we do not 
read that they had resort to the lot in the per- 
plexities which certainly arose. | 

But the advocates of the lot hold before us 
the example of the apostles (Acts i. 26), who 
certainly chose Matthias by lot as their fellow- 


apostle in place of the Son of Perdition. 


They attempt to prove that, if the apostles 


made use of this resource, so much the more 
may we venture to do so. 
Ihe Moravian Brethren cite solely this example 


from Scripture, for they have the proper feeling 
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that a reference to the Old Testament would not 
meet the case ; but there is much to be considered 
against this example of Matthias. 

(1) The apostles did not select a man by 
chance from the whole troop of the disciples of 
Jesus by lot; but first of all they chose two 
who possessed the requisite characteristics and 
capabilities of an apostle. After they had 
selected those two by prayer and reasonable 
consideration and by ‘spiritual insight into the 
nature of the circumstances, they decided between 
them by drawing lots. 

(2) They did this before Pentecost, never 
using the lot after that; besides, it is very 
doubtful if this procedure of the apostles was 
conformable to the will of Jesus; for the choice 
of an apostle was the concern of the Lord, not 
that of the co-apostles. It appears also that 
the Lord appoints Paul as his chosen instrument 
in the place of Judas, thereby repudiating the 
choice of ‘Matthias. Are we not corroborated in 
this opinion by the fact that Matthias is nowhere 
afterwards mentioned, not by the slightest words ? 
We find. no testimony that this choice by lot 
was well-pleasing to God. 
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We read about the seven deacons, who were 
chosen after Pentecost by the spirit-filled Christian 
Church, how God endued them with wisdom and 
spirit and the power of working miracles ; but of 
Matthias we hear nothing. On that account many 
of the greatest and most enlightened divines are 
of opinion that the choice of Matthias was pre- 
mature, and not in accordance with God’s will. 

Even if this view be not accepted, it is still 
incontestable that this use of the lot took place 
before the outpouring of the Spirit, and so, in 
a measure, under the old economy. 

But we must storm another bulwark. 

It may be retorted, “What do you say about 
Zinzendorf and the Moravian Brethren and many 
other enlightened and sincere Christians who 
have clung to the use of the lot ?” 

I answer that the best of Christians are not 
free from error; that we must not depend so 
much on the example of men, even of Christians, 
but rather submit ourselves to be taught by the 
Word and Spirit of God; also, if you reckon 
man for man, you will find more men of God 
decidedly opposed to the use of the lot than 
favourable to it. 
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“ But,” you say, “God has blessed it in so 
many cases as to show thereby that it is pleasing 
in His eyes.” I answer, this conclusion is false 
and premature. It does not follow from God 
blessing a thing occasionally that it, just as it 
stands, is acceptable to Him. 

For instance, when a Roman Catholic is in 
great trouble about his sins, and his priest says to 
him, “Go four hundred miles barefoot and bare- 
headed toa certain shrine ; thus you will atone for 
your sins,”—the poor fellow knows no better, he 
believes, and makes his way thither in the anguish 
of his soul. I am firmly convinced that this error 
is an abomination in the sight of God, and that 
nevertheless He loves and blesses the poor man 
who is so very anxious about his soul’s salvation. 
He does not love and bless the error; no, God 
hates that, He only cares for and blesses the 
sincere longing for salvation. 

But if the man comes in time to evangelical 
insight and perceives his mistake, but would still 
try to propitiate God by making a pilgrimage, 
because God had manifested His love to him on 
a former pilgrimage, then he would be tempting 


God and exciting His wrath. 
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Even so is it with the lot. 

Many Christians have sought the counsel of 
their Saviour by lot in a sincere, calm, childlike 
spirit; they believed that it was acceptable to 
God, and therefore He has responded to them 
in faithfulness. 

God does not justify the use of the lot I this ; 


but because He sees the sincerity of their hearts, 


and that, by reason of weakness, they had no | 


other resource, He manifests Himself to them in 
this way. Hehas compassion with our weakness. 
But weakness is still weakness, and pupilage 
pupilage; we must rather press on from weakness 
to strength, from a state of infancy to the freedom 
of full age, from imperfection to perfection. 

God be praised, we have a thousand promises 
that He will guide us with His eye; that does 
not mean by the lot. 

In my earlier days I drew lots sometimes ; but 
how unmanly and weak I felt, and how poor or 
rather how niggardly and parsimonious that made 
God appear to me; and yet how rich He is unto 
all who call upon Him. 


The most weighty argument that I have to 


oppose to the use of the lot is, that the children 
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of the new covenant have no warrant for it in 
the revealed Word of God; for the Lord has 
given us no promise that He will make His will 
known in that way. 

Where God has promised nothing, we have 
no ground for faith; our faith becomes super- 
stition. 

For instance, who would be so very foolish as 
to carry all his little trifles to God in prayer if 
there- were no sure promise of God’s hearing ? 
What true Christian would partake of the Lord’s. 
Supper, and venture to hope therein to become 
united to Christ, if it were only a ceremony insti- 
tuted by devout people, instead of by the Saviour 
Himself ? 

Even so is it with the lot. 

I cannot believe that God will thereby reveal 
Himself to me, because He has not promised that. 
We have no warrant, and there is not much 
humility in prescribing to God the way in which 
He should reveal Himself to us. Itis unspiritual 
for us to suggest to the Holy Spirit that He 
should speak to us in the way that we will, 
rather than as He willeth. 


If God has sometimes acknowledged the use of 
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the lot, it has not been for its own sake, but for 
that of His poor children. 

Because of this, because we have no promise 
regarding the lot, the heart cannot be satisfied in 
FES MCCS IItS nt 

Suppose that you draw lots to arrive at some 
decision; you are also honourable enough to 
submit yourself to the result; but have you, 
then, a joyful conviction in your soul that the 
result of the lot is one and the same with the 
will of God? I greatly doubt it; seldom, very 
seldom, does this amiable, childlike faith in error 
exist. If unconvinced, your steps are still un- 
certain, and you walk as before on the slippery ice. 

When the writer of these pages was chosen 
“pastor” the votes were equally divided between 
him and another. Resort was had to the lot, and 
it decided for me; but woe to me, if my assurance 
that God had chosen me for that place had had 
its ground in the result of the lot. How soon 
should I have been discouraged about everything. 
No, not because of the lot, but for altogether 
different and private reasons it became clear to 
me that I should go to that place among the dark, 
lonely hills. 
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In the same way, the other half of the voters, 
who really had not chosen me, were by no means 
satisfied because of the result of the lot (although 
outwardly silenced), but by subsequent causes. 

In many places matters have not turned out so 
favourably ; the defeated party, although obliged 
to submit outwardly, having done so with inward 
repugnance, and much strife and discontent en- 
suing from the use of the lot. I could produce 
very sad examples of that. How is it possible to 
require that a sober Christian man should, all at 
once, regard his well-considered reasons as un- 
reason because the lot falls against him? That 
is too much to demand. 

Consequently, in the most extreme case the 
lot can only be used by any public assembly when 
all the members are firmly convinced that God 
will reveal Himself thereby. The Moravian 
Brethren agree to that. But, pray, where in the 
world is there such an assembly, except, perhaps, 
the “ Elders’ Conference” of the Moravian. 
Brethren ? | 

“Yes,” you say, “but what is to be done 
when the votes are equal, and a decision must be 


come to?” What does that mean? Only that 
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you have fixed a day for making the decision, 
and, therefore, you say it must be come to. 

But is this perfect equality of votes not a 
proof that the affair is unripe for: decision, and 
that it is impossible to decide it? Is it not a 
proof that it is necessary to wait calmly? Is it 
not a call to every one to wrestle in secret prayer, 
that God may give integrity and the light of His 
countenance ? 

Do you imagine, if this were done by all, 
or even by a few in sincerity, that the Lord 
would not effect a change in the matter by His 
Spirit? But those who will have nothing to do 
with waiting and praying and wrestling with God, 
may go on drawing lots; perhaps that will make 
an end of wrangling, outwardly at least. 

The sum of the matter is this: Christians have 
no ground in Scripture for the use of the lot. It 
is frequently mentioned in the Old Testament, 
though never as used in private affairs, but only in 
the weighty public concerns of the Church of God. 
The sources from which the custom originates 
are usually evil in their nature. He who is un- 
willing to give up this custom, must convince 


himself that there is no promise of God for it, 
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and consequently the blessings of God can only 
be calculated on in very exceptional circumstances ; 
because he makes use of the lot, not in the free 
spirit of Jesus Christ, but in the spirit of the Old 
Testament, thus proclaiming himself to be spirit- 
ually a child. 

The use of the lot is dangerous for every one 
who does not enter into it with holy earnest- 
ness of prayer, with perfect submission to the 
will of God, and with childlike certainty that God 
will thereby reveal Himself. Consequently, the 
genuine Christian Church must be dissuaded, in 
the most decided way, from endeavouring to 
ascertain the will of God in this way: So we 
come, once more, to the problem, “How shall 
we learn the will of God in the difficult and 
doubtful questions and perplexities of life ?” 


X. 


“ALWAYS CHOOSE WHAT JIS’ CONTRARTFZTO 
NATURE.’ 


HAT is a favourite maxim in many Christian 


circles. 


I was speaking to a good man at one time 


about the various methods for ascertaining God’s 
will in perplexing questions, when he responded, 
“What is the use of such enquiries? If I am 
not immediately certain about the will of God, I 
choose whatever is most repugnant to my nature, 
most vexatious to my flesh,.and then I feel sure 
that I am right.” 

Such speeches make the assumption of peculiar 
piety ; and who has not heard them from Chris- 


tians? Evidently they contain a certain element 


of truth; but we feel inclined to answer those 


who utter them, “ Well, well, dear friends, but 
not quite so pious, not so very holy!” for he who 


is always practically ready with this solution 
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must be holier than St. Anthony ; holier, indeed, 
than the Apostle Paul, who prayed three times 
that the thorn might be taken out of his flesh ; 
yes, more holy than our Saviour Himself, for 
we hear Him cry, ‘ Father! if it be possible, let 
this cup pass.” 

“Only, be contrary to nature at all times !” 

Such words are easy to speak, but hard to 
perform ; charming in theory, but full of tears in 
practice. I doubt if there is a single man on 
our planet who would immediately and cheerfully 
Seize upon the course least pleasing to nature 
when incapable of arriving otherwise at a decision, 
after enquiring, “ Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do?” The fate of that famous knight who 
was to do battle alone against the enemy’s host 
befalls many a one who pleads glibly for this 
maxim in edifying Christian conferences. When 
he rushed forth and saw, in the dim light, the 
whirling sails of a windmill, his heart failed him ; 
for he imagined that was the enemy. Instantly 
he reined in his little horse and galloped home, 
terrified and bathed in sweat. 

One of the chief rules for a Christian should 
be, not to make himself ridiculous, for thereby 
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he injures his Master’s cause. Therefore you 


must not give pious counsels to others, and load 


them with burdens which you yourself would 


not touch with one of your fingers, that it may 
not be said to you when the time of need comes, 
“Physician, heal thyself!” 

This might well be said to one who has 
advised others to choose, at all times, what is 
contrary to nature, while he himself has never 
marched to this word of command in practical 
life. | 

“But,” you properly interpose, “it does not 
matter so much if this principle of thwarting 
nature is difficult ; the great consideration ought 
to be, is it right ?” | I 

We shall now consider the matter from that 
point of view. We ask, then, “Is it the right 
course, is it duty for a true Christian, to decide 
immediately upon that which is most bitter to 
his nature, most opposed to his inclinations, 
when’ he cannot ascertain the will of God in 
some question which perplexes him ?” 

That he must not, without consideration, 
choose at all times what is most agreeable to 


his nature is self-evident; and a great step is 
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gained when a man makes sure’ of that in the 
practice of life. 

But how shall we answer our question ? 

Firstly, We must, with the men of God in all 
ages, confess that the way by which the Lord 
leadeth His children is often crooked and strange . 
and wonderful in their eyes; opposed to their 
nature, to their judgment, to their plans, and 
thwarting to their natural passions, darling 
inclinations, hopes, and wishes. 

The exhortation of the prophet, uttered thou- 
sands of years ago to the faithful, is as applicable 
in the present day. ‘‘See by what marvellous 
ways the Lord leadeth His saints!” Yes, it 
will be so till the world’s end,—the gate is strait 
and the way is narrow which leadeth unto 
life; it is only by continual dying, self-denying, 
and self-losing, it is only under the weight 
of the cross, that we can gain the crown of 
victory. | 

When we feel that the Lord has put us into 
the furnace, or into the disciplining school of 
humiliation, we may be sure that we are on the 
straight road to the shining gates of Jerusalem ; 


and, therefore, we unite with that dear servant 


- 
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of God, Tersteegen, who though dead is living 
still, and join cordially with him in singing :— 
“When nature is thwarted and crossed, 
And troubles and sorrows ensue, 


We turn to the path we had lost, 
And keep the right goal straight in view.” 


In the varied leadings of my Saviour I have 
found that this strophe has a very different ring 
at the varying seasons of life, and, therefore, it 
is sung in very different ways: when one is in 
a cheerful, happy mood, it is easy to sing it 
with feeling, in a finely-edifying style; but when 
the hand of God presses heavily on you, and a 
piece of the old life has just been torn off, you 
sing it,—no! you do not really sing it, you only 
sob it out; you cannot get much melody out of it, 
and you must often dry your eyes; for some- 
thing is sitting in the little chamber of the heart, 
knocking almost loud enough to be heard, likely 
protesting too. And yet, poorly as it is trilled 


out at such a time, if it can be brought out at 


all, your Lord and Physician will rejoice to hear . 


it more than at any other time. 
As a doctor does not think so much of the 
patient who makes speeches about manliness 


k 

vs 
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and endurance before the operation, as of. him 
who proves them during the operation, although 
it may not be without groans and tears; but 
further, as a wise surgeon does not require 
the painful operation where it is not absolutely 
necessary, so neither does God require us to 
. choose the way contrary to nature if it is not 
really requisite; for, “He doth not willingly 
afflict nor grieve the children of men.” 

We have granted that the ways of the Lord 


are often contrary to nature; no‘ wonder that 


this is so, as our nature is so evidently godless 
and carnal, and often deals hardly with those 
who, in the main, are spiritually minded. 
But as certainly as grace is not merely a 
promise of future glory and blessedness, but like- 
wise a saving power in this world, so certainly 
_ must we grant that a Christian, who leads a life of 
communion with his God and Saviour, must become 
ever more and more united in heart with Him. 
The ways and thoughts of God will become 
gradually less bitter and repugnant to a sincere 
Christian ; and the more he learns to understand 
his faithful Leader, will the ways of the Lord be 
pleasing in his eyes. The likings and the thoughts 
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of a sincere disciple of Jesus will become ever 
more akin to the purposes and thoughts of his 
Lord. But for that what would Christianity avail 
us? The more a Christian becomes. partaker of 
the Divine nature, the less will his renewed heart 
run contrary to the ways of God, and the less will 
he require to act on the maxim, “ Always choose 
what is contrary to nature.” 

Are there not times in the lives of the very 
purest Christians when they can joyfully say, 
“Thou hast led me by a right path, no other | 
could have been so good ;” or, “Praise the Lord 
Who ruleth all so gloriously ;” or, in the words 
of the psalm, ‘‘ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits” ? How often we hear 
such songs of praise from the lips of God’s 
children, not only because they are going to be 
blessed, but because they are now blessed in the 
pleasant ways of the Lord. 

Have you, if you are a Christian, not often said 
with joyful smiles, “The ways of God are now 
my ways, and His thoughts my thoughts; and if 
I had had my lot to choose, I would not have 
chosen otherwise than as the Lord has chosen 


for me.” 
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We do not read, either, that the men of God 
in the New Testament (not to speak of those 
in the Old Testament) have always decided upon 
the course repugnant to nature. If that had been 
the case, when St. Paul considered to what nation 
he should first carry the Gospel, he would always 
have gone to the people he feared most, where 
the greatest dangers and hindrances threatened 
him ; but we hear of no such thing. 

Likewise, when threatened with scourging, he 
would have thought, “ All right! always choose 
what is repugnant to nature; thus will the flesh 
be crucified.” No; he lifted his head and spake 
to these unjust men, “You dare not do it; I am 
a Roman citizen, you shall treat me with due 
honour.” But the Apostle Paul was no fabricator 
of sanctitudes, nor a monk who imposed upon 
himself all sorts of tortures; he did not drive 
himself against nature, but waited till Jesus should 
do it for him; and Jesus‘did not leave him with- 
out trials. 

There lived a good old pilgrim of God in E., 
who had come through many storms and troubles. 
When in later years his life had become, out- 


wardly and inwardly, quiet and pleasant, he daily 
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used this laconic prayer, ‘‘O Lord, let things rest 
now as they are. Amen.” One morning he was | 
found lying in that sleep which knows no waking, 
and the peace of God brooded over his face. 

It is very unchildlike, yes presumptuous, to pray 
for afflictions that we may attain unto perfection. 
That presumption had very serious results for a 
Christian whom I knew well, and who always 
said, ““O Lord, give me a weight to the clock ;” 
and with others who acted like him it has not 
fared better. 

God expects that His children should rejoice 
in a childlike, erateful spirit when He grants 
them prosperity, and that they should not puzzle 
and plague themselves about whether this is good 
and useful for them or not. If it were not, God 
would not have disposed it so. The Lord desires 
childlike, joyful hearts, which tend more to His © 
glorification than the dull and dismal ones. But 
the command for all His children for all times is, 
“Watch over your souls, daily guard your hearts.” 
If you still enquire, ‘‘ But how shall we estimate 
the maxim, ‘Choose, at all times, what is con- 
trary to nature’ ?” we answer, “Act in all things 


according to it, if you please,” but I doubt if 
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you will attempt that; for in the actual practice 
of life no man follows this rule ; and there is 
nowhere a command of God that it should in 
every case be followed.: 

The ways of God are much too subtle and 
manifold, much too involved, much too wonderful 
for us to solve them with one magical maxim, or 
for us to gauge by such a thermometer in all 
perplexities. 

There is a much more royal way for learning 
God’s will. But before we point out this precious 
and childlike course, we must first consider 
how we should estimate the advice of Christian 
brethren, and in how far we should allow our- 


selves. to be influenced thereby. 


XI. 
“THEY ALL ADVISE! MEWTO alia 


O exclaims many a one triumphantly, who 
after long and vain consideration has not 
been able to come to a conclusion for himself, 
“They all advise me ;” and therewith the matter 
is frequently regarded as settled and clear. It 
is often the case that-an affair which has to be 
decided is laid before Christian friends, and is 
arranged by them. There are many who say, 
“T have a long-tried friend with whom I discuss 
my important concerns, and his counsel weighs 
everything with me.” And when any weighty 
discussion is in progress in a family, we often 
hear such a remark as this, “We would like 
very much to know what Such-an-one would say 
to that.” | 
In short, even Christians often give their affairs 


into the hands of other people, and permit them- 
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selves to be guided in judgment by their counsels 
and views. 

How is such conduct to be regarded, taking 
for granted the faithfulness, good intentions, and 
enlightenment of these counsellors ? 

‘Firstly, I maintain that there is scarcely a 
sincere humble Christian who really despises the 
counsel of his brethren, and who could say in his 
heart, “Their opinion and views are absolutely 
indifferent to me; I myself know what I ought 
to do.” 

It is not. a sign of Christian freedom, but of 
unchristian pride, when a man scorns to hear the — 
opinions and experiences of the brethren for his 
own instruction. There is a wonderful blessing 
in true Christian communion, and in the inter- 
change of opinions, views, and experiences ; and, 
besides, everybody must admit that he has often 
first had light thrown on the matter after discuss- 
ing it with sincere disciples of the Lord; and 
that thereby he has been led frequently to give 
up his first opinion. . | 

For it may happen that God will give us light 
by means of the light which He has given to 


others ; and it is advisable that we should not take 
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action in vital questions without the counsel of 
true brethren. The voice of another man is often 
the voice of God for us, but we must test it by 
the light of God. A great many examples in 
proof of this might be cited from the history of 


the kingdom of God, and from common, every- _ 


day life too. 

Here is one instance from Church history. - 

As a very young man, Calvin came first to 
Geneva when the city was deeply agitated by the 
Reformation movement. He had no intention of 
remaining long there, and would rather have lost 
his life than have assumed the duties of public 
preacher in such a stormy position. Indeed, he 
was only there in passing, intending to proceed 
on his journey the following morning. But at 
night, as he sat solitary in his room in the inn, 
Farel, the evangelical preacher in Geneva, came 
suddenly ‘in to him. 


Farel, who was a true Elijah in spirit and in 


power, sought in a friendly way to persuade the _ 


man from Noyon to stay in Geneva and co-operate 
. with him in the work of the Reformation. 
But Calvin resisted more than Moses of old. © 


“] am too young; I am too weak; I am too 
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inexperienced ; I am too shy; I must first devote 
myself to study.” 

Such were his excuses. Then Farel raised his 
hand, and shouted with a voice of thunder, “I 
declare to thee, in the name of the living God, 
that if thou refusest thine aid to the Church in its 
great need, God will curse thee and thy studies.” 

And Calvin? The man who had perhaps a 
more iron will, and a nobler spirit of independ- 
ence, than any of his successors, this Calvin says, 
“Seized with indescribable fear, I abstained from 
all contradiction at once.” 

We know how Calvin, from this time forth, 
almost uninterruptedly lived, suffered, and laboured 
in Geneva till his death ; and we know now that 
Farel’s voice was the voice of God for him. 

Now and again men speak to us in words the 
resisting of which seems like striving against God 
Himself ; but these are exceptions, striking excep- 
tions, from the general rule. 

He who will imitate a Farel makes himself 
ridiculous, if nothing worse. How perverted and 
caricatured it seemed to me (and it has happened 
twice in my experience) when I received a request 


by letter to assist at a special service, in which 
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the sanctimonious writer said, “ You must come, 


no excuse will avail, the Lord Jesus Himself 


commands vou; He has revealed that unto me!” 


Alas for the Pharisaism and high-mindedness of 
such a speech! It is remarkable that on both 
occasions it was utterly impossible for me to 
accept the invitation. 

Some one has well said: “Apes are apes, but 
he who apes the Lord God is the greatest ape of 
all!” 

You dare not make men lords and judges over 
your life and conduct ; you must not imagine that 
the counsel and experience of true Christians can 


relieve you from the duty of judging and examin- 


ing for yourself. All that man’ can give you is | 


human, and, before accepting it, you must test it 
by the light of God. But he who is too indolent 
to wrestle for himself with God in private prayer, 


till He shows him the way in which he should 


go; he who, under the influence of such indolence, — 


»ermits himself to be led in leading-strings by 
man ; or he who makes an idol of one or another 


Christian, whom he supposes endued with all 


wisdom, and without spot or wrinkle, comes 


under the lash of the terrible, almost cruel 
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sounding words, “ Cursed is the man who trusteth 
in man.” 

Since the beginning of the Christian era there 
has perhaps never been so much worship of man, 
even in Christian circles, as in our own day. 
One person will exclaim with enthusiasm, “What 
a man of God that is, a very rock of God im Then, 
all such an one speaks is accepted as if it were 
spoken from heaven. 

A Christian lady will say, “I do not like 
 Such-an-one, for he is no reverer of my ya 

How often such speeches may be heard; and 
it is sad to hear them! 

There is zeal enough against the Catholic 
worship of saints, and rightly too, for that is 
‘an abomination in the sight of God; but in 
evangelical circles, and not in the worst of them, 
we find an adoration of saints that is all the 
worse because of these saints walking about in 
‘the body among their devotees. The men who 
are thus adored are usually most honourable and 
gracious; I will not name them (although it 
would be very easy to make a catalogue of them), 
because I respect them and would avoid wounding 


without cause. 
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It is very sad to see such men so inordinately 
revered, very much against their will, and to see 
what an excessive significance is ascribed to their 
- words, as if they were the words of God; and 
to find how their counsel and orders are followed, 
without conditions or consideration, calm exam- 
ination or personal spiritual effort. 

True it is that when such a man speaks in 
his own circle his disciples immediately take 
leave of their private judgment; they take their 
reason captive, not so much in submission to 
Jesus Christ, as in submission to a man; and all 
their preconceived ideas regarding the matter in 
hand are struck down at once, for “ Our beloved 
R. has spoken.” 

Yes! A man need not be a Spurgeon or a 
Blumhardt to be surrounded by such weak spirits. 
No! Every faithful pastor must protest, lest 
a crowd of well-meaning, good people cling to 
him, forgetting for the sake of him who has 
the cure of souls the only and everlasting 
Saviour of souls; and who rather maintain a 
pastor-worship, than a pure worship of God, in 
spirit and in truth. | 

But the experiences of a man who has written 
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books which some have found edifying; the 
letters he receives making him absolute judge 
and ruler in the most important questions; what 
might not be said about that, absurd enough if 
it were not so very sad ? for evident reasons that 
must be omitted here. By such things one sees, 
with horror, how few men there are, even among 
Christians, who are capable of judging for them- 
selves ; whilst the life of faith should educate and 
mould independent people and characters. 

What wonderful contrasts in our days! 

Whilst the world, as a whole, turns away 
_ from positive Christianity, and still more from 
decidedly Christian preachers, many of those who 
seek the salvation of their souls attach themselves 
in a sickly, feverish way to men, and permit - 
themselves to be guided in all things by their 
Christian advisers. 

Hence arise, in great measure, the pitiful, 
mean party-interests of our time, by means of 
which the body of Christ is more rent than by 
all the hostility of the world. For this every 
one who has a voice must lift it up and shout 
mightily, “Cursed is the man who trusteth in 
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On the other hand, this foolish adoration of 
man has brought it to pass that, just at present, 
there are many Christians who have secluded 
themselves in a one-sided haughty manner ; not 
considering others at all, and utterly despising 
brotherly counsel, they wish to stand alone, and 
even say (as the writer has heard more than 
once), “I always do the opposite of what I am 
advised.” These are caricatures, too; both are 
unsound, as the two philosophers were both fools, 
of whom the one wept for ever, while the other 


laughed. 


It is impossible to give a general rule to direct 


how far a Christian may permit himself to be 


influenced and guided by others ; it differs in every 


case according to the ability, the temperament, 


and the circumstances of the individual in question. 

In any case your real guide and leader must 
not be a man, but must be God Himself, or you 
are no child of God, and your heart will never 
become steadfast, and you will be a swaying, 
vacillating reed for ever. Therefore, do nothing 
lightly without counsel, but follow no counsel 
till you have had it tested by the ultimate and 
highest Counsellor. 
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It is rarely that others have so much love as 

to be able to enter as fully into your concerns 
and perplexities as if they were their own ; and 
where this love exists, the necessary wisdom is 
often lacking to look into the friend’s case, and, 
perhaps still oftener, that courage which will 
speak inexorably what must give pain and cut 
to the heart. 
- God leads every individual in a special way, 
and what is lawful for another may not be lawful 
for you, and vice versd. Therefore, when God 
speaks to you and questions you, you alone can 
answer Him. ‘The matter is between thee and 
Him alone.” ; 

You will usually find that the more you run 
about and enquire of other people, the more 
confused you become, because their counsels do 
not agree. Therefore, do not consult with many, 
and especially not with any who, as you may 
guess beforehand, will say what they think you 
would like to hear; but rather with those very 
people who have been known to you for their 
sharpness and abiding angularity ; and you had 
better ask one.in whom you have true confidence 


than ten others, however good. 
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How seldom it is that your counsellor does not 


infuse something of his own which does not come 


from above, from the Father of light, into his 
advice ; how rare are the counsellors who do not 
(perhaps unconsciously) decide, in some measure, 
as they think will be agreeable to you. 

“All men are liars,’ exclaims the Psalmist 
(Psalm cxvi. 11); but God be praised, he adds, 
Thus spake I in my haste; that is, in a dark 
hour of inward confusion. 

Yet it is certain enough that all men, Chris- 
tians not excepted, are very imperfect, very erring, 
very one-sided in their judgments. The poet has 
well said— 

‘“ Question and youll grow wise, 
So the wiseacres say. 


I’ve questioned long enough, 
Yet I’m a fool to-day.” 


Questioning is indeed very good, useful, and 
necessary, and the wise God has put so many 
people together in the world, that the one may 
not only work for, but also counsel the other. 

“ A good advice is worth gold,” if it is carried 
into the chamber of communion, so that the light 


of God may shine upon it to test and prove it. 
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But he who seeks to attain wisdom and fixed- 
ness of heart only through the counsels of other 
. people, who expects wholly, or in great measure, 
to gain light to guide his walk and conversation 
by such means, is and will be a fool now and 
ever more. The sum of this matter is: Take 
counsel in perplexing questions, and in cases 
demanding your decision, with few but faithful 
people; add their counsels, their views, their 
experiences to your own; weigh earnestly 
what they have said in private; pray also to- 
gether with them, for a great promise is con- 
nected with that, and beseech them to pray for 
you that God may give you light and sincerity 
to decide aright. Never make your decision 
dependent on that of any man, never cleave to 
any son of Adam as if he were a mediator between 
God and you. Do not be a child in leading- 
strings, but become a free man in Christ Jesus, 
for the Father in heaven should de the only 
Governor of a true Christian. 
After we have thus considered the different 
false and circuitous paths in which the will of 
God is commonly sought, and have gained many 


a valuable hint by the way, we shall now fix our 
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XI. 


THE SURE PROMISES OF THE FATHER FOR 
AIS CHILDREN, 


HAT I am now going to say will be 
only worth the reading to such people 
as are firmly persuaded in their hearts that the 
personal God, Who dwells on the throne of 
eternal glory, maintains as living and close an 
intercourse with His people on earth, as a father 
does with the little children who play around him. 
I advise those who know nothing of that, and 
who do not believe that the heavenly Father 
fulfils His promises to His earthly children as 
faithfully, indeed far more faithfully than the 
best and kindest father in the world does to 
his children, to read no farther, for there will 
be nothing to suit them; but the children of faith, 
however weak, may contemplate the promises 
which are their precious possession, 


By these they can (if I may venture to use 
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such language) compel the Lord and bind the 
hands of Him Who sitteth upon the throne, even 
as an earthly father permits himself to be urged 
by his little boys and girls, when they lay hold 
of him and say, “Now, papa, you have said it, 
and we shall not let you go till you do it;” and 
the father is glad at heart that the children will 
not let him go, and that they confide in him 
so truly, although, to try the dear little ones, he 


may make as if he were displeased, and as if he 


would like to free himself from their hands; — 


yes, although it may be difficult and inconvenient 
for him to fulfil his promises, yet he is glad that 
his children urge him to do it. 

Not otherwise, but with greater lovingkindness, 
doth the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
our Father treat us; He Who is rich in mercy 
to all who call on Him, Who is never churlish, 
never repents His promises, and Who knows no 
difficulty in fulfilling them. 

Would it not be the greatest cruelty if a father 
did not tella child, who is eager and willing to 
do it, what his will really is ? 

You know that no wise earthly father would 


behave in such a way to his children. 
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But only consider that we speak of the Father 
in heaven, and you will perceive that itis a matter 
of course that the Lord will give light to His 
people in their perplexities, and make plain 
their paths. But he has also ratified this by 
the most explicit promises. For instance, He has 
said in Psalm xxxii. 8, “I willinstruct thee” (as 
a teacher instructs his pupils), “and teach thee 
the way” (like a faithful guide) “in which thou 
shouldst go; I will guide thee with Mine eye” 
‘(as a father can make his children understand 
by a glance). 

Read also Psalm xxv. 8,.9. : 

And how sweetly the Saviour consoled the 
disciples, whom He had led and guided at every 
step for three years, when He was leaving the 
world ! | 
He says to them, and consequently to us 
also, that His departure will make no difference 
in this tender soul-guidance. ‘ Behold! I am. 
ever with you, even unto the end of the world; 
I will not leave you orphans, I will come to you. 
I will send the Comforter, the Holy ae Who 
will lead you into all truth.” 

As it was promised to the disciples of Jesus 


N 
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that in the hour of need it should be told them 
what to speak, shall it not much more be given 
unto them to know how to act in the critical 
moment ? 

Is it possible that the Head should forsake its 
members, the Vine-stock its tender shoots, or 
the Shepherd His lambs ? Impossible, quite im- 
possible. 

I have pointed out only a few promises, but 
every reader, who is a true student of the Bible, 
will easily collect thousands for himself from all 
the books of Scripture, making from them a 
perfect avalanche of promises under which every 
doubt may be buried. A great deal will be thus 
gained, for when you have attained the faith 
that God is your guide at every point of the 
way, half the battle will be won, if you are — 


sincere. 


SIE 


“TF ANY OF YOU LACK WISDOM, LET HIM ASK 
OF GOD!” 


OU may say, “ Well, I grant that God has 

promised to reveal His will to us; but what 
‘must I do that this promise may be fulfilled in 
me; that I may know what is the will of the 
Eörd.?” | 

The apostles give us a twofold counsel: they — 
say, Pray and Prove. 

We can never sufficiently inculcate upon others 
and impress upon ourselves the wonderful great- 
ness of that majestic privilege of prayer which 
we possess above all other creatures, that liberty 
of communing with God, in being permitted to 
lay our concerns before Him, be they grave or 
light. | 

We can never be sufficiently impressed with 
the conviction that God has promised to hearken 


unto every sincere prayer. All who know what 
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prayer in the spirit is experience that, and learn 
by various means that the prayer of the righteous 
man availeth much. 

But as to what more immediately concerns our 
subject, the ascertaining of what really is the will 
of God, can there be a way more simple and 
natural than that of prayer or of speaking to 
God ? 

What does a child do when he wishes to know 
his father’s will? Does he not go to him and 


ask him ? “Go thou and do likewise ;” go into 


your closet, and shut the door behind you, and. 


commune in secret with your heavenly Father ; 


ask Him in a child-like simple way, and the 
answer will not tarry long. 

Here we may discuss shortly two words from 
Holy Writ. The first is in Jamesi. 5, “If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; 
and it shall be given him.” 

This is exactly as if it had been spoken for our 
consideration, for what is it but a want of wisdom 
if one does not know the way in which he should 
walk, so as to be in conformity with the will of 
God. 


“ 
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Here the apostle gives you a simple counsel. 
“Tf you lack wisdom, ask it from God;” as one 
might say to a child, “If you are hungry, go to 
your father and ask him for food.” 

Will the father give it to the child, or may he 
rather shut the full store-room before his eyes ? 

Maynot God refuse to give the wisdom for which 
you pray? What a foolish question! Would 
not the apostle respond, “It will be given unto 
him” ? It will be given by the God Who giveth 
| liberally unto all (unto all who pray aright is 
understood). There you see how the apostle 
views the case, and I need add nothing to that. 

The other word to which I referred is spoken 
by the Lord Himself: “Allthat ye shall ask in 
My name it shall be given unto you.” 

The words are as clear as the sun, although 
there is much contention about the significance of 
the phrase “In My name.” This is not the place 
to analyse them, and it is needless, too; for 
surely no one will dispute that the prayer, “ Lord, 
show me the way in which I should go; give me 
light, and teach me how to decide aright, for my 
sole desire is to do what is in accordance with Thy 


holy will,” is in the name of Jesus. I say, no 
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sensible Christian can doubt for one moment if 
such a prayer can be acceptable to God. You 
have here an irrefutable security. (surer than if 
all the potentates of Europe had signed and sealed 
it for you) that true spiritual prayer is the best 
way in all circumstances for learning the will of 
God. It is through prayer that we unlock our 
hearts to Him, and He must help us, and show 
unto us the way in which we should go. 

But the great want of our day is the still, 
tranquil life of prayer. There is a great deal of 
praying, but yet our life is seldom a life of 
prayer, it is too little permeated thereby. 

The prayers stand too much for themselves, © 
and the rest of life for itself, and this is the chief 
cause for the darkness in our paths. 

The precepts, “ Continue instant in prayer ;” 


’ 


“Pray without ceasing;” and, ‘‘ Pour out your 
hearts before the Lord,” are the best directions for 
ascertaining the will of God in every particular case. 

There is certainly much prayer, but the central 
and cardinal prayer is quite pushed into the back- 
ground by many Christians, giving place to all 
kinds of special perplexities which agitate them — 


with fear and hope, with anxiety and longing. 
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But how does God make His praying children 
understand ? He does it very simply. He says, 
“Prove, and you will learn.” | 

Not through wonders and signs, heavenly 
visions, voices, and strange events will He, as a 
rule, give you light; but by teaching you to 
prove the matter for yourself, 


XIV. 


“PROVE WHAT. IS: -ACCEPTABLE _CNI Ow 
LORD.” 


WICE does the Apostle Paul exhort Chris- 

tians to prove what is acceptable to God, 
and what is the good, acceptable, and perfect 
will of God. 

Read Rom. xii. 2 and Eph. v. 10. 

We shall not delay here to analyse these — 
words; but I am quite certain that by “the 
acceptable will of God” something higher is 
intended than by the “good,” and that “the 
perfect ” refers to a still higher grade. 

It has been well said that the children in grace 
may do “the good will,’ the young men “the 
acceptable,” but only the fathers in grace “ the 
perfect.” 

Thus three men may act according to God’s 
will, and yet each may do it in a different 


degree. 
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This difference is worthy of note, but we 
cannot enter more deeply into it- here. But if 
the reader will compare the life of St. Paul with 
that of St. Peter, he will easily perceive what I 
mean. Compare I Cor. ix. 5 and 9. Or, if I may 
give an example from common life, he who, in 
view of a sinking ship, would offer a high reward 
to any man who would save the imperilled sailors 


would certainly be doing God’s will; but he 


' who would risk his own life, not for the reward, 


but to save the shipwrecked, would without 
doubt be fulfilling God’s will in a still higher 
measure; and, if through the energy of Divine 
love he could also succeed in bringing the men 
he had saved to the feet of Jesus, aiding them 
thus to gain eternal life, would not that be a 
_ perfect work ? 

It is a matter of course that God will reveal 

His will to those who prove aright what is 
acceptable to Him, and even: by means of this 
proving. 
If it were not so, why should He exhort 
them to prove? for that would be only mocking 
His children. 

We must mark that God does not only permit 
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us to prove, but that He commands us to do so. 
In all the words of Jesus a command to His 
disciples is involved, in one form or another, 
which they must discover, especially in such 
sayings as have the form: of a command. 

It is not only a permission to the broken- 
hearted, but a command likewise, when the 
Saviour says, ‘Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest;” 
as for all fathers and mothers it is not merely 
a sweet permission, but also a royal command, 


when Jesus calls, “ Suffer the children to come 


-unto Me, and forbid them not.” We have a ° 


similar command to prove what is God’s will. 
We must not strike into this or that way to © 
seek light; for proving is the way ordained by 
God ; we must follow it, as we dare not walk in 
a way which has not been pointed out by God. 
What is the real meaning of proving what 
is acceptable to God? Proving or investigating 
the reasons which are to be balanced for and 
against a case; but not like men of the world, 
who only look at what is before their eyes, 
considering what the immediate result and 


temporal advantage may be; but rather proving 
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in the light of eternity, with the eye fixed on 
th eeternal goal, and disciplined by the spirit 
of God. 

“Proving” is making the most diligent use 
of sound reason, or rather of reason which has 
been made sound by the spirit of God. 
“Proving” is observing in an ingenious spirit 
the signs and indications which lie in the cir- 
cumstances of the case. ‘‘ Proving” is investi- 
gating Scripture, being imbued with the spirit 
of the Bible, searching if light cannot be gained 
from the word or from the example of some 
man of God who has been placed in a similar 
situation. 

“Proving” is observing carefully the way by 
which the Saviour has already led you, con- 
sidering and inquiring, “ How does this present 
dealing correspond with the former leadings of 
God? What conclusion may I draw as to what 
will be well-pleasing to God in this case?” 

“Proving” is meditating on the counsel and 
opinions of faithful and experienced brethren, 
and summing up their experiences with our 
own. 

Perhaps more could be mentioned that belongs 
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to genuine proving, but these are the essential 
points, for prayer has been specially treated of 
in the preceding chapter. 

“But,” I hear some complain, “this is burden- 
some, difficult, tiresome!” It is truly so, and 
will ever be so. 

We are neither called unto indolence in the 
outward nor inward life. He who will not exert 
every power of body and soul in the service of 
God, knows nothing yet of true faith. If any 
man will not work neither shall he eat (that is, 
he has no right to do so); thus speaks the 
apostle about temporal life, and the words are 
equally applicable to the concerns of spiritual 
life, for no man possesses anything aright for 
which he’ has not worked and = struggled. 
But 


XV. 
“WHO THEN CAN PROVE?” 


NDOUBTEDLY that is an important ques- 
tion, What is man’s share in the inves- 
tigating and discriminating of matters by this 
method ? Is it not evident that only he who 
sees aright can prove; whose eyes are neither 
dim nor dull, but clear and bright? For one 
of our poets has said— 
‘“ The eye could never see God's glorious light, 
Were it not fed with rays from heaven’s bright sun.” 
A blind man sees nothing of the sun. One 
with dim eyes may see something, but he does 
not see it as it is, for what is red may look like 
yellow to him, blue like grey, and so on. But 
if aman who has two good eyes shuts them he 
will see nothing either, or, if he opens them wide 
but gazes restlessly and distractedly now here, 
now there, he cannot get a clear picture of the 


things which he sees. Only that man sees aright 
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who has a bright, sun-lit, restful eye, which he 
turns quietly and keenly on the things that he 
wishes to see. : 


Only such an one can see the sun, and see it 


as itis. There must be an affinity between the 


light in the eye and the light in the sun if they 
are to recognise each other, and if, so to say, 
they are to be wedded. Therefore, the eye of 
the soul must be enlightened with the light of 
God, or it will never be able to discern God, 
and to prove His ways and dealings. For him, 
consequently, who has not a healthy, calm eye, 
seeking and longing after light, there can be no 
question of a true prayer or a spiritual proving. 
It is too sadly true that few men have enlightened 
eyes; by far the greater number of us “are led 
away by lusts and enticed.” All even who have 
begun to follow Jesus have not, by any means, 
bright, sun-lit eyes. “Open Thou mine eyes!” 
was a prayer of deep meaning, even for a David; 
and if you require anew every morning to say 
to your Saviour, “Grant me this one thing, O 
Lord, that I may see,” you have no cause to be 
ashamed of such a prayer, and he was no dark- 
ling but a true child of light who prayed,— 


¥ 
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“ Give me eyes to see aright, 
Touch them, Lord, with Thine own light ; 
For no cross can greater be, 
Than by day no sun to see.” 


Our Lord and Saviour has declared Himself 
frequently and in various ways upon this subject. 
I shall only cite here the words from Matt. vi. 
22, 23, where He says, “ The light of the body 
is the eye; if, therefore, thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light; but if thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of 
darkness.” 

What is the meaning of that? In the earthly 
and corporal it is clear enough, for only the man 
with enlightened eyes can take certain steps 
without stumbling; his whole body is light, be- 
cause the eye—the gate of light—is open, and 
enables him to use his hands and feet and every 
limb, without striking upon anything, because he 
sees whatever may be in the way. Even so it 
is evident that a blind man, one with dim eyes, 
or one who will not use his eyes aright, is un- 
certain in his walk, or, in the Lord’s words, 
“his whole body is full of darkness.” 


But how are the words to be spiritually inter- 
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preted ? I think that is now evident. The 
bodily eye is that which looks up to the light 
of this world, absorbing its rays. The soul has 
likewise an eye which in natural men is obscured 
by lusts and errors, or it has become blinded 
and evil, and indeed, closed, in great measure. 

In a true man of God the eye is reopened by 
the Holy Spirit, is purified ever more and more, 
and made single and sun-lit by the discipline of 
the Spirit. This eye, which has an affinity with 
the spiritual world, and gazes up to the eternal © 
Sun of God shining there, is also known by the 
name of the “inner man.” 

He who, in fear and trembling, with watchful- 
ness and holy care, is concerned that the inner 
man should be kept pure and chaste, and ever 
directed heavenwards, and not entangled by the ~ 
base elements of this world, has an enlightened 
eye. Me 

He who maintains a close spiritual communion 
with his Saviour and a hidden life with God; 
who daily watches his heart with care; who does 
not forget to be purified from his old sins; who 
unweariedly seeks to take captive the little foxes 


that spoil the vines; he who can assimilate the 
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petition by daily forgiving injuries and avoiding 
transgression ; he who fears nothing so much as 
grieving the Holy Spirit, or not attending to, or 
silencing His gentle voice; he who maintains 
such a spirit towards his God, whatever weak- 
ness and iniquity may still have dominion. over 
him,—has an enlightened eye, and can see what 
God reveals to him,’and prove and judge aright. 

When you are thus united to God a clear 
light will be diffused over all your ways and 
doings in this world, and if, for trial of your 
faith, you may be left for a time in darkness, even 
in the darkness will the Lord be your light; it 
will be no darkness to Him. And you yourself 
will find that the night doth shine as day, be- 
cause, in spite of all dimness, you have the 
witness in your soul, that the Lord is your 
Shepherd and Guide in the dark valley. 

In short, you may sometimes have to wait for 
light, but the waiting will be a joy. You may 
have long to wait, but never too long. God must 
answer His children who look up to Him, and 
must point out the way to them, as surely as He 
is the Father of His children, and repenteth Him 


not of the promises made unto them. 


XVI. 
WHERE THE FAULT USUALLY LIES. 


HEN we find so many Christians who 

cannot attain light for decision, we must 
ascribe the blame to themselves if we would not 
lose faith in God; there must be a want of clear 
enlightenment of the eye, and of quietness and 
‘patience in the soul. 

It is usually self-will which in such cases, 
perhaps unconsciously, deceives and dazzles the 
eye and makes it evil, so that it can only see 
what it eagerly desires, and not what God points 
out. For self-will is terribly deeply rooted in 
us, and if you do not offer it daily upon the altar 
and cast it into the fire, you will never subjugate 
it; it may put ona sanctimonious cloak, but it 
will still be the same. 

Count Zinzendorf, patron of the Moravians, 
has given an excellent recipe for slaughtering the 


many-headed dragon self-will, and for placing the 
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will of God on the heart’s throne in its stead. 


He says shortly, — 


“Empty thy heart, and God will make it full ; 
Look unto Him, He will thy passions cool ; 
Be silent, and to thee His will He'll tell; 
Know nothing, then thou'lt learn to know Him well.” 


Yes, that is the law and the Bo ; do 
that, and thou shalt live. 

In most cases we find that some subtle, wilful 
insincerity of the heart is the reason for the eye 
not seeing what God points out ; another reason 
is that the heart is not collected and calm enough. 
There are many genuine Christians who are 
truly in earnest about ascertaining the Lord’s 
will in every particular; they would gladly do 
it, but yet, too often, they cannot discover what 
itis. That is caused by a want of inward com- 
posure, as an unsteady eye cannot have clear 
pictures and impressions formed on it, as I 
remarked above. 

But, alas! quiet, composed, inwardly concen- 
trated souls have perhaps never been such a great 
rarity as in our much-belauded, enlightened 
nineteenth century. 


Life is now so rich, and full, and rushes past 
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us in such mighty billows ; the impressions are so 
varied, so exciting, so great, but also so confusing ; 
the voices which echo around us are so many 
and so diverse that we should require a twofold 
composure and spirituality to resist such in- 
fluences, and a doubly earnest settling of our- 
selves on the foundation of the eternal, blessed 
peace of God, if we are not to run the risk of 
losing our freedom and independence. But the 
children of our time care little for quiet hours ; 
the majority of Christians even extol their pre- 
ciousness more than they seek to secure them. 
Even among the true men of God, who raise 
aloft the banner of Christianity, we seldom find 
those who are free and steadfast in their goings 
before the Lord, whose hearts are firm, and who 
are not beclouded by the prevailing atmosphere ; 
on the other hand, ignorance, confused ideas, 
dependence, fantastic and childish vagaries are 
met at every step in Christian circles. 

The best intentioned Christians, when they do 
not keep earnest watch, are, whether they will 
it or no, infected and taken possession of by this 
all-permeating Spirit of the Time. 


Is not general and many-sided culture the 
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battle-cry of the man of the day? Does not 
the Spirit of the Time hunt everything from 
its seclusion into a ceaseless, motley round of 
societies, entertainments, associations, in every 
department of social life, in every class, in every 
station ? 

Ere this, we have willingly acknowledged the 
grand side of modern life ; but, on the other hand, 
I believe that all who judge our era aright (that 
is, spiritually), will allow that with the distraction 
ofthe so-called many-sided culture, that with the 
much knowing, much reading, much learning, and 
much doing, nothing suffers so much as the true 
source of wisdom, namely, the hidden, calm life 
with God, quietness and steadfastness of heart. 
For God can only speak when we hear, and we 
‚an only hear when we keep silence and all 
within us is still, when we are at rest in the 
holy place of the Lord (1 Sam. iii. 10). 


“The sea reflecteth not the sun’s bright face in burnished 
gold 


When the billows foam and toss, and the blasts blow 
loud and cold.” 


But God Himself is the Sun Who will mirror 
Himself in your heart, filling it with light and 
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' serenity about everything. But He cannot do 
that till we are quite calm, till the waves of . 
thought are subdued; as long as the waves rise 
the light will flicker about, and prevent your 
discriminating or receiving a clear impression. 

I say, therefore, seek composure and serenity 
if you would learn of God inward, and as much 
as possible outward repose too. 

It is because this spiritual recollection and 
concentration are so sadly lacking among Chris- 
tians, that even the most» ingenuous souls 
cannot prove and discern the Lord’s will. 

Another ground for true Christians remaining 
in darkness, in spite of all their questionings of 
the Lord, is that they have conceived false ideas 
of God’s answers. 

They would always like to attain light and 
certainty in some external way, through special 
tokens, indications, and signs. 

They forget that God has ‘said, “I will lead 
thee with Mine eye.’ Such pointings with the 
eye are not certain and sure enough for many ; 
they would rather have the way pointed out 
with a hedge-stake, which, to express it rather 


broadly, an ox or an ass might perceive. 
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If you will be a child you must be satisfied 
with this leading by the eye, you must know 
that it is the privilege of the children, and that 
it is a great blessedness for the child when he 
can see from the Father’s eye, even before He 
speaks, what is acceptable to Him. 

The master must use a less delicate language 
with his servants; this is no privilege of theirs, 
but just a token that they are servants and not 
children. Pee 

If you wish to. be a child, be satisfied with 
the subtle, tender, beckoning, suggestive answers 
of God; if He really dwelleth in you, let it be 
enough for you when His Spirit restraineth 
you, and do not wait for any other answer. If 
after earnest praying and proving your inward 
man rejoices in any matter, go on in comfort 
(although this joy may be surrounded with cares 
and doubts, like a rose with thorns). God will 
often give you definite counsels about what you 
ought to do through another spirit-inspired man, 
still oftener through His holy Word; at other 
times striking outward signs and _ indications 
will not be lacking. One thing is certain, an 
answer will not fail if you only give heed, and 
TO 
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do not neglect the subtle signs, for God answers 
in His way, not in yours. 

This, then, must not be overlooked, that God 
frequently gives us the answer and solution, not 
by speaking, but by continued silence. “Silence 
is an answer too” is said even of human silence, 
and that is far more applicable to the Divine 
silence ; indeed, in some cases, silence is the 
most impressive answer. _ 

If you have really sought to discover the 
Lord’s will by the means specified, and have yet 
attained to no joyful certainty of heart, do not 
make a decision. | 

When God thus keeps silence He would let 
you understand that, in the meantime, you must 
undertake nothing new. 

But if your matter is of a kind in which some | 
decision must be made between two courses, 
then, because God keeps silence, choose the old 
way and hold on as before, or choose the 
simplest course which lies nearest to you. 

In most cases God indicates to us by His 
silence that we must still wait, be quiet, and 
delay till He speaketh. 


It is far from being the same time by the 
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clock of God as by our clocks; God’s clock 
usually goes slow, according to our ideas, our 
clocks, and our reckoning of the time; when 
-we think it high time for Him to speak, His 
hour of sacred silence has often scarcely begun. 

But we perceive afterwards that He was 
not too slow, but that we were too fast and 
premature, and that the best answer that He 
could have given us was this very silence. 

When the Apostle Paul prayed three times 
to be delivered from his ‘stake in the flesh, he 
got no distinct answer the first and second time, 
his prayer was answered the third time; but 
how? By the same answer implied in the Lord’s 
silence. The suffering must continue, Paul must 
be resigned to bear it while he lived on earth; 
he must satisfy himself with the grace of God’s 
compassion. | 

It pleased God that His servant should glorify 
Him just by this. I am firmly persuaded that, if 
God had not answered the third prayer by words, 
the apostle would, nevertheless, have gathered 
the same answer from the Lord’s silence. 
_ We hear our Saviour also praying in Geth- 


semane, “‘Father! if it be possible, let this cup 
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pass;” but when He did not receive an assur- 
ance, either by means of an angel or from any 
visible or invisible source, that this passing of 
the cup might be compatible with the salvation 
of humanity, He concluded that it was not 
possible, and, some time after the first prayer, 
we hear Him speak thus, “O My Father! if 
this cup may not pass from Me except I drink 
it, Thy will be done.” 

From such examples it is manifest how God 
can often speak to us most distinctly, quite as 
clearly as by words and deeds, through His 
silence. | 

This kind of answer and voice of God must 
be observed, lest it should happen that we are 
asking, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?” 
after God has signified that we must be still and 
wait. God is marvellous, not only in His doings, 
but also in His speakings and keeping silence; 
marvellous for the way in which He answers His 
questioning ‘children ; but this is certain, that 
He doth answer, and that He answereth. those 
clearly who have the enlightened eyes of His 


‘children. 


XVII. 
PAUL, OR A MAN WHO SEES CLEARLY. 


EFORE concluding, I shall bring forward 
some instances from the Scriptures of the 
new covenant to demonstrate that a Christian 
may certainly come to a right conclusion, in the 
most perplexing questions and circumstances, 
solely by means of true communion with God, 
without the aid of special signs and tokens, 
without a variety of human counsellors, and 
dispensing altogether with the lot. 
Unquestionably, since the beginning of time, 
no other individuals have ever had so many 
and such difficult questions depending on them 
for solution as the apostles. There they stood, 
helpless and unlearned, without money, without 
honour, without power, without protection, in the 
midst of a people who hated them; they had to 
venture into a stormy, seething world of nations, 


like sheep among wolves. In the midst of this 
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world they must unfold the Gospel banner and 
plant Churches of Jesus Christ, as it were, on 
the very brink of hell. 

Now, the ascending Christ had only sketched 
‘out a general chart for them with a few lines, 
when He said, “Ye shall be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the ends of the earth.” The Lord had not even 
given them a book of regulations for life, or of 
precepts, sage counsels, and instructions regard- 
ing conduct, but only a few commands and 
promises. “Go ye into all the world and teach 
all people” So runs the administrative order 
of the great King; but hear the tenor of His 
promises: “I shall be ever with you, even to the 
end of the world;” “My peace I bequeath unto 
you, My. peace I give you;” “My Spirit I send 
unto you.” “Afflictions and troubles, chains, 
shame, and persecution will not be lacking with 
you, as they have not been lacking with Me; 
nevertheless you will conquer, even in being 
overcome; you will live, even in the midst of 
death; and your inheritance will be My glory 
before the throne. Now go, strong in faith.” 


These were their marching orders, their in- 
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structions, their call, their law, their consolation, 
their power, their directory, all in one. But that 
was enough for them; they went out confidingly, 
and planted their feet upon the tumultuous sea. 

(In contrast to this, how detailed are the 
instructions of the missionaries to the heathen 
sent out in our day. We are firmly persuaded 
that such specific directions and obligations are 
necessary, at the present time, as much of the 
apostolic spirit, power, and independence is 
lacking in cur missionaries, but still there may 
be too much even of a good thing.) 

But now try to realize the situation, when 
such an apostle as St. Paul (we select him as 
we know most about his missionary labours) 
made his way into the heathen world and 
preached. | 

How many hundred momentous questions 
were forced upon him for immediate decision ! 

I shall only give a few specimens of these. 

“Lord, with which nation or people shall I 
begin? Shall I in all cases approach the 
common people first, or shall I begin with the 
higher classes? How shall I act towards the 


Jews, how towards the heathen? In how far 
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dare I make myself a Jew with the Jews, and a 
Gentile with the Gentiles? By what sign shall 
I discern that Thy time has not come in this 
city? In how far may the Jews be permitted 
to retain their Jewish and the Gentiles their 
Gentile customs, after conversion? In what 
measure may the converted take part in the 
revels and festivals of the unconverted? May 
they eat meat that has been offered to idols ? 
May they go to the circus and theatre ? What 
is to be done about a marriage in which one 
partner is still pagan, while the other has become 
Christian ? What is to be done, further, when 
a man has two or more wives? And how 
about military service? Must a Christian man, 
in consideration of the predominating brutality 
and iniquity in the pagan army, seek to escape 
from it, or should he remain there to act as 
leaven ?” 

Thus a perfect flood of ideas surged over St. 
Paul, for he had not only to decide in his own 
concerns, but also in the affairs, embarrassments, 
and disputes of the Church, as we see from his 
epistles. 


And how many difficult matters he must have 
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had to decide upon in the course of founding 
each new community ! | 

Every reader may pursue that thought for 
himself. 

But think now! Did St. Paul get involved in 
one entanglement after another, or do we see him 
going about with care-laden head, oppressed and 
bowed down? Quite the contrary! Perhaps, 
then, he cast lots, to be always sure? Never. 
Perhaps, then, he is constantly surrounded by 
marvellous tokens and special visions and revela- 
tions of God ? Not so! 

It is true that he frequently had visions in the 
night, wherein his Saviour or the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him; for instance, at Corinth, 
where the Lord appeared unto him and comforted 
him: “Fear not, and be not silent, for I have 
many people in this city (Acts xviii. 9, 10); 
or, asin Troas, where a man of Macedonia appears - 
to him, and calls him thither (Acts xvi. 9); or, as 
in Jerusalem, where the Lord says unto him, “ Be 
of good cheer, Paul; for as thou hast testified of 
Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also 
apekome.. Compare also Acts+xxvil. 23,24: 


Those visions were chiefly intended for the 


154 SELF-WILL AND; GODS WILL. 
refreshing of the weary soldier of Jesus Christ ; 
they were like a heavenly caress for the jaded, 
faithful servant. The apostle did not require 
such visions to gain light as to God’s will in this 
or that case. 

If the Lord had chosen to reveal His will to him 
in that way, he would have required one or two 
hundred visions every night; but we know that 
at the time of his dreams and visions he was 
sitting very closely at the loom, and carrying on 
a very steady and prosaic work. 

In his peculiar circumstances St. Paul could 
get no specific instructions, even from the written 
Word of God in the Old Testament; the coun- 
sel of faithful brethren was of less help than 
usual, for no man had as yet gathered experi- 
ence in the sphere of missions to the heathen, 
whence all St. Paul’s problems and perplexities 
arose. The apostle, consequently, was simply 
and solely thrown back upon himself and upon 
his Saviour; or,-to express it otherwise, upon 
the spirit which united him with Jesus. Yet we 
never see him acting at random or by chance; 
and we never hear that he made mistakes,—by 


which of course we do not infer that he never 
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erred in any single case. Still, on the whole, he 
must always have done the right thing, as we can 
observe from the Acts and Epistles; he walks 
with firm step on the swaying, unsteady ground ; 
he reviews the whole position with sure glance, 
and knows how to discriminate; he utters. the 
decisive judgment with plain manly words in 
every case, and is sure of his own meaning on 
all occasions, and at every point. We never see 
him hesitate, or waver, or doubt ; before the 
Sanhedrim in Jerusalem, in the shipwreck at 
Malta; on the Areopagus at Athens; in the 
prison at Caesarea; before the city rulers at 
Philippi, who sought to scourge him; even as 
with the beloved brethren who wished to keep 
him from going to Jerusalem for fear of imminent 
danger (Acts xxi. 8-13); in face of the Jewish 
sorcerer in the Island of Cyprus; and in face of 
the ruler of the world at Rome; with the sailors 
on the stormy sea, and with the priests of Jupiter 
at Lystra ;—everywhere and always, he is the 

man with the clear head, who always knows at 
| the moment what is the right and the suitable 
thing to do; who always knows what he wills, 


because he knows what God wills. 


XVII. 
THE MAGIC KEY OF ST. PAUL. 


F you follow the career of St. Paul through 

the Acts of the Apostles with meditative 
scrutiny, do you not find it to be a truly majestic 
spectacle ? 

Although he was little in stature, and by no 
means stately, does he not seem to you to be a 
head higher than any other man? Is he not a 
brilliant example of what God can make out of 
‘a poor, weak man? 

But how has that been brought about? Where- 
by has Paul gained such light and such convic- 
tion in all circumstances ? What magic key has 
he had with which to open every locked door ? 
Listen to what was his magic key ; he tells us 
himself— 

“T die daily!” 
He dies daily, and, therefore, the light of eternity 


is suffused over all for him; he is continually. 
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putting his self-will to death ; therefore, in his 
calling he finds no more problems, secrets, and 
perplexities; he purifies himself from all the 
works of darkness, therefore God purifies him 
from all doubt; he takes his reason captive in 
subjection to Christ, therefore Christ makes it 
anew enlightened and free, enabling it to regain 
its original eagles’ wings! 

There you have the secret of St. Paul, and 
you see by what means you also may become 
a great man and a noble freeman. It was in 
this daily dying and by prayer and proving that 
St. Paul always chose the right course. | 

By prayer he tore himself loose from the clutch 
of self-will and immersed himself in the will of 
his Saviour ; then his eye became clear and single, 
enabling him to prove, discriminate, and discern 
the signs and leadings of the Lord in all things, 
so that he required neither the wet and dry fleece 
of a Gideon nor the tokens of an Eliezer. 

St. Paul allows the Spirit of God to dwell and 
reign in him, not in name alone, but really in 
fact ; this Spirit has-been made one with his spirit 
and with his reason, the Word and the Spirit of 


God abide in him and teach him how to act, 
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When there is no special reason for making 
an exception, we find the apostle always doing 
what is most simple and natural, and taking the 
course which lies nearest to him. Thus he 
solves the difficult question to what people he 
should first preach the Gospel, not by beseeching 
God to grant him special signs and tokens, but 
by sailing from Antioch, where he was sojourning, 
to the nearest coast, Cyprus. As God had given 
him no specific command, he did what was 
most simple and natural. That was the will of 
God for him. Every one who reads the Acts of 
the Apostles with the aid of a good map will 
see how often the apostle solves this difficult 
‘question by this simple method. 

But where there were special determinations 
of the counsel of God, then the voice of the 
Spirit spoke to his listéning ear .by impelling 
or restraining him. : 

I can only hint at all this here, but any who 
have a spiritual turn for research should, for 
once, take the writings of St. Paul and the Acts 
of the Apostles into consideration. 

So will they most fully understand what has 


been said in these pages, and more easily forgive, 


‘ 
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too, if the author has become rather heated here 
and there over the frivolity and childishness 
which induce people in Christian (or nominally 
Christian) circles to seek to discover the will of 
God by very unworthy means. 

Here, too, it may be said, “It is the Spirit that 
_ quickeneth (giveth life and light), the flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing.” 

To-day, even as in the days of St. Paul, God 
is very near to all who are simple and sincere in 
heart. 

I close these remarks with the words of an 
experienced Christian: ‘Oh, what a God we 
have! The light and law of the high priest have 
not been lost; we do not need to say, ‘ Bring 
hither the ephod ;’ we only require to wait daily, 
in the priestly office, in holy adornment; and the 
Lord speaks as plainly to-day as of old. If our 
work-rooms and bed-chambers only were turned 


_into the ‘housetop’ of a Peter (Acts x. 9); and 


_ the ‘fig-tree’ of a praying Nathanael (John i. 48), 


then would we learn more and more of that A 
‚which no eye hath seen, and no ear hath heard, 
and which it hath not entered into the heart of 


man to conceive.” 


SECTION: V. 


A CHEERING WORD IN CONCLUSION FOR 
TROUBLED HEARTS. 


Vel 


+ 
ve 


' 


XIX: 


ERHAPS my little treatise should have 

ended here ; and who knows if the reader’s 
patience has not come to an end ere this ? But yet 
I must add an appendix, and God grant that it 
may dispel all the dark clouds of doubt, sadness, 
self-torture, and despair. For in spirit‘ I see 
many of my readers (and certainly not the worst 
of them, but rather such as have studied these 
pages with a searching, praying, seeking heart) 
standing with bowed head, inwardly oppressed 
and crushed, and I hear them murmuring sadly, 
“ Ah, yes, it is all true; in theory we agree with 
every word, but, in practice, we are often at a 
loss in the trying turmoil and inward and out- 
‘ ward perplexities of daily life’ Too true! Is 
there any man who must not blame himself for 
making many mistakes, and doing much mischief, 
both to himself and others, in spite of his having 


prayed much and proved most earnestly ? 
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How many a truly pious maiden has entered 
into a marriage relation which she has been 
obliged to confess afterwards has not been the 
way of God for her? She has never become truly 
united with her husband, and their views on the 
most momentous and vital questions have drifted 
more and more apart. Now, must she regard 
her life as a failure? Must she torment herself 
continually with the thought, “This is the result 
of my own error! This is the fruit of my self- 
will and impatience”? Or, how many parents 
have been induced by vanity to urge their son 
into a career in which he is evidently out of place. 
Must they torture themselves their life long with 
the feeling, “We have brought our child into 
misfortune” ? | 

How many a man, led away by impatience, 
has left one situation and entered upon another, 
only to find out very soon that he has made a 
fatal mistake. Should he lament for ever, “Alas! 
how my vain heart has led me astray! What 
a bad turn my friends have done mein advising 
me to do what I fancied so much ; now, I must 
always suffer for it” ? 


Should all such people martyr and torture 
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themselves when they find too late that they 
have deceived themselves in their search for the | 
will of God, and have struck into wrong paths 
from which there is no returning ? 

That would be terrible, and the very best 
people on earth would have the worst of it,— 
those sincere and conscientious souls who speak 
the truth to themselves and do not shrink from 
self-accusation. 

God forbid that my little book should conduce 
to that. When I reviewed it I was not a little 
anxious lest that should be the result; that made 
me dispense with many a hard, sharp sentence 
for which I have substituted cheerful and con- 
soling words and examples whenever I remem- 
bered that saying of Jesus, “The old wine is 
milder.” 

Six years have gone by since this book was 
first published ; six years is not such a very long 
time, and yet, he who keeps his eyes open will 
see much in that time, and will be taught, by 
inward and outward experience, that there is 
too much pain and too little comfort in the world ; 
and that makes a man mellower as he grows 


older. 
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I have looked into many things; into many 
distracted and tortured human hearts, too ; into 
many which have been lacerated by their own 
folly, error, and wilfulness. 

What mother, whose child, in spite of every 
warning, has burned itself through stubbornness 
or frowardness, will continue to scold or will 
think of using the rod? Is not the little one 
already punished by the blistered hand? No! 
The mother caresses and comforts the child, 
and promises him a sweet cake to make him 
think less of the pain. 

In like manner, neither will the Heavenly 
Good Shepherd reproach or scourge His lambs 
who, through their own disobedience, have 
strayed among the thorns; neither does He 
desire that they should torture and accuse them- 
selves for ever. No; He will set them free with 
gentle, careful hand; He will encourage them 
kindly, and will say to them, “I cannot relieve 
you of the suffering, gladly as I would do so, 
but only be still; you shall continue to be My 
dear lambs, and in the end all the misery will 
turn out for your good; for that, I am here.” 


In such cases we must call to mind the 


\ 
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almightiness of the love of God, and the wonder- 
ful wisdom, full of compassion, wherewith He 
puts right what men have marred so foolishly, 
so that everything, the self-chosen ways not 
excepted, must be productive of good for His 
children. 

However strange and presumptuous it may 
sound to say so, even the ugly trick which the 
patriarch Jacob played on his father Isaac did 
not eventually injure him; and the result to 
Joseph’s brethren of their kidnapping of the 
innocent lad and selling him into slavery was 
their own great deliverance, virtually the means 
of saving them, after they had become true 
brethren of Joseph by faith and repentance. 

In the end it was for the spiritual good of 
Moses that he had, first of all, tried to deliver 
Israel in such an egoistic and premature fashion, 
and for that reason had to spend forty long 
years as an exile in Midian. 

And St. Peter’s conduct in the high priest’s 
palace conduced eventually to his spiritual bless- 
ing, for ‘All things work together for good 
to them who love God.” 


But this teaching is subtle and dangerous, 
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and is only for the “ Lord’s own,” that is, for 
those who hate sin in their heart of hearts, and 
who curse it as the most pestilential evil on 
earth; who would never serve sin lightly, but 
who may have been bewitched, surprised, or 
tricked into it through indolence and lack of 
watching. | 

We must, therefore, not conceal the fact that 
St. Peter had not merely to weep long and bitterly 
for his treachery by that fire, but that it was a 
lifelong shame to him; as their evil-doings were 
to the others whom we have noticed, and to all 
of whom such examples might be. made. 

By suffering they had to learn what grief and 
heart-sorrow is brought upon those who run 
after their own schemes, instead of submitting 
to be ruled from above. 

After such great experience of the faithfulness 
of God, it, therefore, never occurred to them to 
make this conclusion, ‘‘I may take my own way ; 
it is not such a perilous matter, our good God 
will make all right in the end by His wisdom 
and love.” On the contrary, they have watched 
more earnestly ever after, and have prayed and 


trembled in their dread of wilfulness. 
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Nevertheless this standeth sure, that the faith- 
fulness of God is great and His love unto His 
children past finding out; and even the Christian 
maiden who has entered into an unsuitable mar- 
riage union, and the man who has crossed the 
seas when it was the will of God that he should 
stay at home, or the captain who put to sea 
when he should have lain in the haven,—all these 
and those of like spirit with them will yet expe- 
rience that even their errors have been made 
into a school of blessing for them, if they have 
been led by them to cling ever after more closely 
and intensely to the Father-heart of God. They 
may have many a bitter tear to shed, but God 
will dry them in His own time, so that their 
eyes will shine with renewed light, seeing that 
He doth not cast off for ever, but showeth mercy 
according to the magnitude of His lovingkindness. 

Such is the true state of the case; but he who 
would deduce from it, that if everything is so 
arranged, the whole discussion about the will 
of God is, after all, not such a burning question, 
has quite misunderstood my meaning, and has, 
as yet, no true conception of spiritual things, nor 


of the secret counsels of the heavenly cabinet, 
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But may the peace of God rest on and in those 
who are true of heart; they have understood my 
epilogue (and I hear some of them say, “We 
could not have dispensed with it”). 

As a final cadence, I shall conclude with two 
hymns which have often been sung with good 
effect in this land of pilgrimage. 


L 


In Thy ruling, and Thy guiding, 
Ouiet confidence to feel; 

In Thy love, calm to continue, 
Which has ever sought my weal; 
This be mine, whate’er befall, 
F’en should sorrow mix with all. 


Uncomplaining, without murmur, 
Without strife, and without cry, 
Though the world for this should scorn me, 
Smile at all its scorn shall I; 
Well I know ’tis good for me, 
Like a weanéd child to be. 


When, without Thee, I did venture 
In self-confidence to soar, 

Ah! how soon did courage falter, 
Hope and striving soon were o’er; 
But when I direction sought, 
Good for me was ever wrought. 


When, to try me and to prove me, 
Sometimes seemed my trust belied, 
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Yet, at length, I ever found it, 
That God’s Word was sure and tried 
And that His accomplished end 
Did my highest hopes transcend. 


Therefore, as the years roll onward, 
Shall I from mistrust refrain ; 

Cross on cross although laid on me, 
Clouds returning after rain ; 
Knowing Who the rod doth wield, 
Glad submission I shall yield. 


Strength Thou givest to Thy children, 
To the weakest, tend’rest care; 
Therefore, that whate’er betide me, 
I may neither fret nor fear, 
Let my leader ever be 
Thy good Spirit, pure and free. 


Lie between the tossing billows 
And the sea-floor, waters still; 

And, from these comes back, reflected, 
Image of God’s great, calm will; 
Where the storms have sunk to rest 
Thy still voice is heard the best. 


As old ocean, calmly smiling, 
Bears the white-sailed ships secure, 
So with buoyant brave devotion 
May I what Thou send’st endure. 
Let Thy peace within me rest, 
Be, Thyself mine honoured guest 
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11: 


Lord, take me by the hand, 
And lead me o’er 
The path, until the end, 
And evermore. 
In Thy great pity shield 
My poor weak heart, 
And make it calm throughout 
In joy or smart. 


If e’en I nought can feel 
Of Thy great power, 

Thou leadst me onwards still, 
In night’s dark hour. 

No single step I dare 
Alone to go, 

But where Thou goest, Lord, 
Take me also. i 


Lord ! take me by the hand, 
And lead me o’er 

The path, until the end, 
And evermore. 

Let Thy poor child now rest 
At Thy dear feet, 

Ill close mine eyes content 
In trust so sweet. 


Printed by Hazell, Watson, & Viney, Ld., London and Aylesbury. 
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